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Cultural Meetings 

Meetings are held on the 1st Tuesday of the month at St. Peter’s Anglican Church Hall, cnr. Church & Beach 

Roads, Maroochydore at 7.30pm. Plants are to be tabled by 7.00pm for judging.   AGM is held at the October 
cultural meeting 

Next cultural meeting is on Tuesday 3rd March 

 

Society News 

It now appears that the mini orchid show that we held on Saturday 14th March at 

the Buderim Uniting Church small hall may be the only orchid show to be held 

in the southern region of STOCQ for the year 2020 due to government health 

restrictions and member’s health concerns relating to Covid-19. 

 

August Cultural Meeting 

The first meeting in the new COVID-19 era went well. It was nice to see some 

new visitors interested in joining the society. We spread out the tables and 

chairs to socially distance and now have some additional signs relating to 

procedures. People who are not well or who have travelled into hot spots should 

not attend. We have rules provided by the hall owners to follow, such as 

cleaning with disinfectant etc. after the meeting. Overall everyone who attended 

was in good cheer and glad to be back together sharing orchids. Hopefully in 



time Queensland and Australian restrictions will be less impeding. However, 

conditions may never be as in the past. Let us look forward optimistically to the 

future.  

The virtual garden tours from members has kept our interest in orchids and 

foliage during the past few months. Thank you to all who participated. 

 

 

August Meeting Talk by Peter Hennsler 

Peter first spoke about his use of a standard teaspoon and 

standard tablespoon as a measuring devices instead of seeking 

other ways of measuring liquid and granules, e.g. a teaspoon = 

5mls. or 5 grams, a tablespoon = 20mls. or 10grams. 

Peter then explained the many uses of Condy’s crystals for 

controlling garden pests.  

Alternative organic material recipes were disclosed explaining 

how to control a range of pests. 

The following were mentioned and the 

method of use explained, garlic spray, 

nicotine spray, borax, tomato leaf juice, 

fish fertiliser, seaweed fertiliser, 

molasses, sugar and a home brew for 

fruit fly. 

 

Peter also produced and explained a Chemical Fertiliser Soluble Chart when 

using a 40 litre Hortex Hose.  

In this chart for each product the quantity of chemical was nominated for full 

strength, half strength, quarter strength and the NPK. 

 

 

 



Deflasking Notes by Roger Lodsman 

Deflasking orchid seedlings…  If us novices can do it, so can you   
Mallee Phallies (http://www.kevalloyd.com.au/malleephallies.html) were offering some heavily 

discounted flasks of heat-tolerant Cymbidiums and Desiree, Beverley, Tracey and I couldn’t say no.  

They were very large plants, and plenty (40+) in the flasks so, lots of room for us newbies to make 

some mistakes and still come out the other end with plenty to add to the collection. 

For the uninitiated... 
Orchid seed is tiny, fine as dust.  It is just the embryo with no endosperm, the 

food store that keeps other seeds going while they produce leaves to feed 

themselves.  Because of this, orchid seed is best germinated in lab conditions 

and grown in agar until the plants are large enough to survive outdoors. 

Why flasks you ask??? 
If you want the exotic…  the special stuff that nobody else has…  This is the way to get it! 

You can buy mericlones, but you are getting plants that were the bee’s knees’ 5-15 years ago – they 

had to be grown from seed, the ‘best of the best’ selected and flasked, then grown again! 

You can buy 50-80mm seedlings, but these are the easily appreciated plants that nurseries know will 

definitely sell.. We grow orchids because they are 

so EXOTIC   

Why not hunt down the most exotic of them all  

How did we do it, you ask? 

We did our research on Orchid Roots (https://bluenanta.com/) and other online resources 

(http://www.orchidspecies.com/) to find something in the catalogue what was easy to grow on the 

Sunny Coast.  We also spoke with Keva Lloyd at Mallee Phallies to make sure our selections were 

suitable for our conditions and to make sure that they were large seedlings with well developed root 

http://www.kevalloyd.com.au/malleephallies.html
https://bluenanta.com/
http://www.orchidspecies.com/


systems (the most important thing to guarantee success). 

We made sure to have all our ducks in a row before we placed the order.  Desiree had our work area 

prepared, all of us researched deflasking online to familiarise ourselves with the process and we 

made sure we had all the pots, potting media and paraphernalia we would need   

The method 
We decided to take the community pot route as identified on our visit to Doug Wanka’s place last 

year.  This method is a bit gentler on the plants and allows us to mollycoddle them over winter, 

hardening them up for potting up individually in spring – they are protected by each other in a large 

pot of sphagnum moss (over perlite) in a cosy humidicrib that simulates the flask environment they 

are emerging from.  The community pots will be nested in a mini greenhouse (a clear plastic storage 

container) where we can give them the special attention they need. 

 
Busy talking up the plan of attack (…but also gossiping…) 

 

Getting the plants out of the flask in the first 

place can be a delicate process.  These bottles 

were plastic, but flasks come in glass as well 

(wrap those up in a towel and give them a sharp 

crack with a hammer to break the orchid 

seedlings out of jail) 

 

 

The plants were soaked in a bucket of tepid water to 

soften the agar and wash it off the roots (bacteria and 

fungi love this sugary mix so it should be completely 

removed).  When cleaned, they were soaked in a 

solution of Previcur (1ml:1L water) for 15 minutes (while 

we continued to gossip).  The Previcur bath is a systemic 

fungal treatment that protects the seedlings from soft 

rots in their first few days in the big wide worl 



Making this a team game was a great idea.  While I prepared the community pots (fill with perlite to 

60mm from top of pot), Desiree made sure we were sorted for coffee and bikkies and wrote up the 

‘all important’ labels, Beverley gently rehydrated the sphagnum moss and Tracey divided and graded 

the seedlings into 4 lots for us (very small seedlings were placed separately for special treatment). 

The plants were left to dry out on a towel for a while.  Any plants with poor root systems or that 

appeared damaged in any way were discarded. 

 

 

 

Potting up the seedlings looks like a delicate process, 

but lots of fun was had by all. 

We placed a circle of moss around the rim of the pot, 

spaced the bubs evenly around this perimeter, and 

popped a ball of moss in the middle to complete the 

picture. 

  

 

 

Once potted up, the plants were placed in a clear plastic tub with a lid to 

simulate the protected environment of the flask from which they came.  

The tub will be placed in a warm, well lit (no direct sun) environment 

indoors with the lid on for the first week while the seedlings adjust to 

the outdoors and learn to operate their stomates (breathing holes in 

their leaves). 

The plants will be watered when the top of the moss is visibly dry to 

simulate the wet-dry cycle that orchids  The walls of the box will be 

sprayed as necessary to increase humidity. 

The lid of the box will be gradually opened to harden off the seedlings in 

preparation for potting them up individually in spring. 

 

.  

 

 

 



Meeting Results 

JUDGES CHOICE POPULAR CHOICE 
Cattleya 

1 Rlc. Golden Canefields x Rlc. Aussie 

Sunset T’nt  (Rlc. Burdekin 
Daybreak) 

No popular vote due to covid -19 

Member Joe  
2 Epi Wedding Valley  
Member Kathy H  
3 Bc. Yellow Bird  
Member Joe  

Dendrobium 
1 Den. Red Dragon  
Member Loraine H.  
2 Den. Kuranda Blue x Den. 

johannis 
 

Member Joe  
3 Den. Snowflake x Den. Happy Red  
Member Ian  

Vanda 
1 V. Ann Hayes  
Member Loraine  
2 V. Suksamran  
Member Loraine  
3 Van. Azure  
Member Loraine  

Oncidium 
1 Vylck. Fran’s Nymph  
Member Loraine  
2 Onc. unknown  
Member Loraine  
3 Odctm. Sunny Daze  
Member Loraine  

Any other genera 
1 Bulb. Polystictum x Bulb. Wilmar 

Galaxy Star 
 

Member Duncan  
2 Phal. unknown  
Member Loraine  
3 Paph. leeanum   
Member Loraine  
   
 

 



Species 

1 Rhy. gigantea  

Member Loraine  

2 Rhy. gigantea v. Peach  

Member Loraine   

3 Rl. glauca  

Member Loraine  

Novice 

1 Cym pumilum hybrid  

Member Desiree  

2 Ctt. Tropical Trick  

Member Desiree  

3 Rlc. Asternova Kathleen  

Member Greg Davies  

Foliage 

1 Aglaonema  

Member Loraine  

2 Tillandsia  

Member Loraine  

3 na  

Member na  

 

Judges Plant of the month 

Vanda Ann Hayes by Loraine Hocking  

 

This Vanda is grown hanging high in my orchid 

house with as much air circulation as possible. It 

can flower a couple of times throughout the year 

with more than one bright orange spike each 

time. 

It is watered every day in summer, mainly on the 

roots, and fertilised once a week with a balanced 

fertiliser.  Vandas are heavy feeders with well 

fed plants producing more blooms, more 

regularly. 

I grow mine in a square vanda basket in chunky 

bark, allowing the roots to hang freely.   My 

vandas are starting to grow very big in my 

orchid house so some have had to be put under 

trees, which is not ideal during the cooler 

months, although so far this season they are 

coping well.   



August Judges winners 

 

 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUPPER ROSTER FOR 2020 

September Del W Roger  

October Richard B Peter H 

November Sharyn P Ron S 

December EVERYONE  BRING A PLATE 
 

2020 STOCQ CALENDAR 

STOCQ Meeting South 
Burnett OS 

Tba NA Saturday 14th November 

 Grey Shading indicates activities Maroochydore O.S. participates in. Green indicates MOS SHOWS 

 THIS MEETING HAS NOW BEEN CANCELLED 

 

Australian and World Orchid Show / Conferences 

 24th W0C Show/ Conference Perth, Australia 2023 

 AOC Conference / Show “ Love of Orchids” 1st-5th September 2021 @! 

Logan Metro Sports & Events Centre, Brisbane Qld. To receive updates 

contact aocc2021@gmail.com with your name and email address. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:aocc2021@gmail.com


LIBRARY 

An orchid book library is available for all members to use.  Please ensure borrowed books 

are signed out by our Librarian, Joe Mercieca. 

 

IF YOU HAVE AN INTERESTING ARTICLE TO SHARE IN THE NEWSLETTER PLEASE CONTACT 

THE EDITOR 

 

Disclaimer: While the Editor endeavours to ensure the reliability of this 

newsletter, neither the Editor nor the Maroochydore Orchid Society Inc. can 

assume any responsibility for the information or advice given to readers of 

The Observer. 

 


