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Cultural Meetings 

Meetings are held on the 1st Tuesday of the month at St. Peter’s Anglican Church Hall, cnr. Church & Beach 

Roads, Maroochydore at 7.30pm. Plants are to be tabled by 7.00pm for judging.   AGM is held at the October 

cultural meeting 

Next cultural meeting is on Tuesday 6th October  

 

Society News 

We very tentatively discussed possible dates for Annual show in 2021 as Thursday 5th 

August, Friday 6th August, Saturday 7th August. (5th, 6th and 7th). Much to be confirmed 

there still. We also discussed tentatively thinking of a one day show Saturday 21st March, 

2021????. There will be research into these, with strong consideration of COVID19. 

September Cultural Meeting 

The September cultural meeting in the new COVID-19 era went well. It was nice to see 

some new visitors interested in joining the society; welcome Lyn Valentine, Mike Kelly and 

Nev Douglas. We spread out the tables and chairs to socially distance and now have some 

additional signs relating to procedures. People who are not well or who have travelled into 

hot spots should not attend. We have rules provided by the hall owners to follow, such as 

cleaning with disinfectant etc. after the meeting. Overall everyone who attended was in good 

cheer and glad to be back together sharing orchids. Hopefully in time Queensland and 

Australian restrictions will be less impeding. However, conditions may never be as in the 

past. Let us look forward optimistically to the future.  

We discussed and agreed that the virtual garden tours from members worth continuing in 

order to keep us all connected and interested in our orchids and growing. Thank you to all 

who send in tours and photos for tours. 



September De-Flasking Workshop ran by Roger Lodsman 

Article by Desiree 

In the August newsletter Roger Lodsman’s notes on de-flaskings was published so we could 

all have this information available for the cultural meeting workshop.  

Tonight, Roger bought along all the equipment to demonstrate de-flasking: buckets, 

antifungal solution, the flask of seedling orchids, some towels, pots and potting media. 

 

The seedlings started in a compact plastic container full of seedlings that had been feeding 

on agar. Sometimes these are glass, but ours was plastic.  

 

 

----- 

This photo on the left is out of order, but I 

fit it in where I had the best space. 

 

Sharyn Perfect’s babies: Day 16 since 

being de-flasked - and still alive and going 

well.  

      

----- 



 

  

 

The hybrid orchid chosen to deflask was: 

Rhyncattleanthe Shinfong Little Sun 

(2004) x Cattlianthe Little Fairy (1989)  

  x   

Roger chose these as they are fast growers, 

very reliable parent orchids, not requiring 

particularly difficult culture. The seedlings 

were also in excellent condition and a good 

size so this increased our members chances 

of growing success.  

 

 

The deflasked seedlings were rinsed of all agar in a bucket filled with clean lukewarm water.  

The agar is high in sugar and that can potentially feed fungus, which we want to avoid. 



 

Roger talked through the process and got members to get hands on: it is definitely easier 

with more helping hands. When up close we got to see the process and the seedlings much 

better.  

 

Gently separating the seedlings, while rinsing them in water. 

Then they got a soak in antifungal solution, and then laid out on a clean towel to dry off a 

bit. 



 

 

 

The small roots are very delicate so we avoided handling them too much. 

In the early days the seedlings are just getting used to life outside the flask so growers are 

replicating those moist-not too moist conditions, then weening them onto still-protected but 

open air conditions.  

 



 

Small compotes were pre-prepared, with pearlite on the bottom and lightly damp sphagnum 

moss in a ring.  Seedlings were then gently placed in the middle, leaning out, and a ball of 

sphagnum moss put in the centre.

Before going into the compote, the plants 

had to dry out a bit. Too wet encourages 

rot. 

  



This is also then an opportunity to sort 

them into similar sizes. Like with like was 

the preferences into to the communal pots. 

 

MOS members getting hands on now. This 

was fun.  

 

These seedlings were very strong looking, 

sometimes they are smaller and more 

delicate. We chose 3 per pot so there was 

some room for error – attrition.  

 

Thanks for helpers and new parent growers 

of baby orchid seedlings.  

 

Thanks for helpers who help set up and 

pack up for meetings.  We strive to keep 

the church hall tidy, back like we found it, 

floor swept and surfaces wiped/ 

disinfected. Special shout out to people 

who plan and man the kitchen. 



 

This is just before the ball wad of 

sphagnum moss got placed in the centre. 

Filling the gap but not dead tight. Nor too 

open. 

 

Production line. More hands makes lighter 

work.  

 

 

Next steps for orchid baby growers.  Now the baby seedlings are in their second home – 

their communal pot for 3 – they are still quite delicate and need to be kept an eye on “just like 

your toddler, you check in on them regularly”. Roger told us to use something like a plastic 

lidded larger container for a few days to keep the plant humid. Then slowly open the lid – to 

more normal conditions. No direct light but some decent light. Allow to dry out a bit but when 

almost dry dampen the moss again. Not too wet or it promotes rots etc. These were good sized 

babies so could probably be potted into a seedling pot earlier than some seedlings. Consider 

potting up when they look strong, during Spring or Summer while still growing. A big thank 

you to Roger for demystifying and walking us through the orchid seedling de-flasking process.  



 

A Look at Ian Walker’s Soft Cane Dendrobiums 

By Desiree  

September is when soft cane dendrobiums 

start to bud and bloom. I recently visited 

with experienced soft cane den grower Ian 

Walker, long time member of 

Maroochydore Orchid Society.  

Ian is going to do a presentation in the 

future on growing these stunning orchids. 

He also has interesting tid bits on the 

history of some of the growers and crosses 

in our region.  

These plants really suite our climate and 

are great for beginners. They can handle 

the outdoor weather and are great growing 

in trees. Once established on a tree in the 

rights spot they just go on and on. The best 

positions have good light but some shade 

from the tree above; not glaring summer 

sun.  

The wonderful variety of colours is so 

appealing as you can see from Ian’s 

blooms. 
 



 

 



On the previous page you can see how Ian puts his dens under the veranda during Winter to 

allow them to get more sun. They get moved to more protection as it gets more towards 

Spring/Summer. 

 

Nurseryman John Robertson mentioned 

recently how hybrids are getting more 

compact, as are young plants; that some of 

the older soft canes can grow very big and 

long canes. Here is one from my garden 

that demonstrates this. It is very top heavy 

so I’ve recently moved it into a heavy pot. 

It was an established and old plant when I 

got it, a bit neglected – it was a yard sale 

buy - but those new long long canes are 

from the last 12 months. 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

These colourful beauties in bloom are mostly now deeper under the veranda for protection of 

the flowers.  

Did you notice the yucca tree that has a Christmas tree ornament décor of soft cane dens? 

Now that is just cool.  



 

 

Ian in his soft cane walk, under the verandah. It was just delightful with blooms. 

 

  



Meeting Results 

Name of Plant Member 

Cattleya 

1 Ctt. Trick or Treat Kathy H 

2 Rlc. Glenn Maidment x C. Jungle Hotspot Col and Bev H        Now             Rlc. Deception Bingo 

3 Rth. Free Spirit x Epc Rene Marques Joe M                      Now     Sergioara (Sgr) Yokosuka 
Story 

Dendrobium 

1 Den. Medalist No.2 Ian W 

2 Den. Nupporn Starbright Loraine H 

3 Den. Kuranda Blue x Den johannis Joe M       This cross isn’t listed in Orchidwiz. 

Vanda 

1 V. Bigness x V. Thananbwaxy Loraine H     This cross isn’t listed in Orchidwiz.  

2 V. Lek Loraine H 

3 V. Fullmoon Loraine H 

Oncidium 

1 Oip. Fran’s Nymph Loraine H          Now Oncidopsis Fran’s Nymph 

2 Colm. Jungle Monarch Col and Bev H   Now Oncidium(Onc) Jungle Monarch 

3 Wils. Pacific Panache Loraine H           Now Oncidium (Onc) Pacific Panache 

Any Other Genera 

1 Bulb. Wilbur Chang Loraine H 

2 Phal. Unknown Loraine H 

3 Paph. primulinum x bellatulum Joe M             Now Paph. Sand Dollar 

Species 

1 V. testacea Loraine H 

2 Phrag. Jerry Dean Fischer Col and Bev H              Yes, this is not a species. 

3 Bulb. longaflorum Duncan Mc 

Novice 

1 Brs. Eternal Wind Desiree W 

2 Cym. Unknown Sharyn P 

3 Epi. Comet Valley Desiree W 

Foliage 

1 Spathiphyllum Desiree W 

2   

3   

Notes: Kathy has checked Orchidwiz. Changes in names highlighted in red font.   No popular vote due to Covid-19. 

 

SUPPER ROSTER FOR 2020 

October Richard B Peter H 
November Sharyn P Ron S 

December EVERYONE  BRING A PLATE 
 

2020 STOCQ CALENDAR 

STOCQ Meeting South 
Burnett OS 

Tba NA Saturday 14th November 

• Grey Shading indicates activities Maroochydore O.S. participates in. Green indicates MOS SHOWS 

• THIS MEETING HAS NOW BEEN CANCELLED 



  

    

September Judges winners 



 

  



  



 

Australian and World Orchid Show / Conferences 

• 24th W0C Show/ Conference Perth, Australia 2023 

• AOC Conference / Show “ Love of Orchids” 1st-5th September 2021 @! Logan 

Metro Sports & Events Centre, Brisbane Qld. To receive updates contact 

aocc2021@gmail.com with your name and email address. 

 

LIBRARY 

An orchid book library is available for all members to use.  Please ensure borrowed books are signed out by 

our Librarian, Joe Mercieca. 

 

IF YOU HAVE AN INTERESTING ARTICLE TO SHARE IN THE NEWSLETTER PLEASE CONTACT THE EDITOR 

 

Disclaimer: While the Editor endeavours to ensure the reliability of this newsletter, 

neither the Editor nor the Maroochydore Orchid Society Inc. can assume any 

responsibility for the information or advice given to readers of The Observer. 

 

mailto:aocc2021@gmail.com

