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CULTURAL MEETINGS
Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Tuesday of the month
at the Buderim Men’s Shed 34 Advance Road Kuluin
Plants are to be tabled by 7.00 pm for judging
THE NEXT CULTURAL MEETING IS ON TUESDAY 4 MAY 2021

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hi Everyone
I hope this finds you all well and enjoying the cooler weather to
potter around in your orchid house.

We plan to set up some seating outside in the shade,
including for the potting demonstration.

The first open show in our region is in Gympie on 1 and 2 May.
This is a benching show, and any members of our Society can
put plants in this show.

The slightly cooler weather has slowed the mozzies down a bit
and the swarms of little green knobhead grasshoppers seem
to have thinned out as well, but there are still some of the big
grey ones around though! I’ve also been having some trouble
with small snails out and about and they love munching on
flowers and buds, so watch out for them! Some people have
had a lot of trouble with Dendrobium Beetles this year but the
cooler weather should see them disappear. There are still the
big grasshoppers around and you often see them when watering
as they do not like being sprayed with water. If they go up to the
roof, put your hose on jet and this will make them move again
until you can catch and eliminate. Also, watch out for tiny bugs,
some so small that 4 or 5 could dance on a pinhead with masks.

If you’re a newer member and not sure of the procedure, please
contact either Kathy or myself about what you need to do.
Organisers are limiting the size of pots to 250 mm because
of the size of the hall. This could potentially rule out some of
the rambling Bulbophyllums and Coelogynes, specimen size
Cymbidiums, and Grammatophyllums unless they’re smaller
pieces. Set up is on Friday 30 April. For more details, please
refer to the calendar of events on page 3 of this newsletter.
Our one day Mother’s Day show at Bli Bli one week later
(Saturday 8 May) is shaping up to be another great event. Setup
will begin at 6.00 am and the more hands on deck, the better.
Church administration have told us that due to coronavirus
restrictions, we can only have sixty people inside at a time. We
have a QR code for people to use with their smart phone to sign
in. There’ll still be some people unable to sign in this way so our
team at reception will be able to do that for them on their own
devices using the Check In Qld app.

May all your Autumn flowering plants burst into bloom and
provide you with the displays you love.

DUNCAN McMARTIN
MOS President

PL ANT OF THE NIGHT

RIP DMX

by Loraine

We lost one of our own on 9 April 2021: Earl Simmons.

Paphiopedilum (Hsinying Macasar x Hsinying
Rocket) x charlesworthii
I only have a small collection of Paphiopedilums and I’m still
learning how to grow them properly.
The plants I have are grown under 50% black shade cloth with
solar weave over the top. They sit on a bench facing east in a well
aired position and seem to enjoy the winter sun in the mornings
and more shade in hot months.
I water two to three times per week in summer and less in winter.
I repot in the cooler months into a medium well drained Orchiata
mix. I prefer watering in the mornings so that by late afternoon
all the moisture on the foliage has dried, hopefully avoiding
some fungal problems.

Better known by his stage name, DMX began rapping in the
early 1990s and achieved both critical acclaim and commercial
success. Upon DMX’s death, The Ringer wrote, “Throughout his
nearly three-decade career, DMX came to embody passion,
rawness, and pure emotional honesty like few hip hop artists
ever have.”
Below are stills from Fresh off the Boat (S2 E9) where DMX uses
orchid care as a metaphor for romance. Which is very apt since
orchid care is a kind of romance. To watch the 38 second clip,
search for ‘DMX orchids’ on YouTube.

I fertilise my Paphs the same as all my other orchids: Peter’s
Excel in the summer, and Peter’s Bloom Booster through winter.
This is the first time I’ve flowered this plant. I had it on show in
Buderim a couple of weeks ago, so the flowers are long lasting.
There’s a strong Maudiae influence in this Paph giving it a very
spectacular glossy wine coloured flower. The foliage is dappled
with lighter dots on the leaves.
As I said, I am still learning a lot about Paph. growing. There’ll be
mistakes along the way, but hopefully not too many!

Welcome to my horticultural wonderland of
rare and exotic orchids.

See page 10 for a photo of this stunning specimen.

LIBR ARY
An orchid book library is available for all members to use.
Please ensure borrowed books are signed out by our Librarian
Joe Merceria.

NE WSLE T TER CONTRIBUTIONS
If you have an interesting article to share in the newsletter
please contact the Editor. See front cover for contact details.

When I first started growing orchids, I thought they needed the
most expensive soil and lights. They died.

DISCL AIMER
While the Editor endeavours to ensure the reliability of this
newsletter, neither the Editor nor Maroochydore Orchid Society
Inc. can assume any responsibility for the information or advice
given to readers of The Observer.

This project is proudly suppor ted by
Sunshine Coast Council’s grant s program

That’s when I realised that all they really needed was time and
attention. You don’t need to get your girl a gift. You need to give
her your time.
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8.00 am – 4.00 pm
SAT 8 MAY 2021
BLI BLI UNITING CHURCH HALL
Lefoes Road Bli Bli
$4 entr y $1 raf fle tix
Lot s of plant s for sale
Pot ting demonstration 10.00 am
For more information
call Duncan 07 5448 5300
maroochyorchid1@optusnet.com.au

COVID RULES APPLY

Gympie & District Orchid Society Open Show
(as part of the Garden Expo)
Albert Park Bowls Club
Saturday 1 May to Sunday 2 May
Set up Friday 30 April at 2.00 pm
Queensland Orchid Society Autumn Show
Belmont Shooting Complex (1485 Old Cleveland Rd Belmont)
Sunday 3 May to Monday 4 May
Noosa Orchid Society Closed Show
CWA Hall (Maple Street Cooroy)
Friday 7 May to Saturday 8 May
Bundaberg Orchid Society Autumn Show
Bundaberg Civic Centre (Bourbong St Bundaberg)
Friday 7 May to Sunday 9 May
Maroochydore Orchid Society
Mother’s Day Closed Show
Bli Bli Uniting Church Hall (Lefoes Rd Bli Bli)
Saturday 8 May
Set up from 6.00 am

JULY 2021
Caboolture Orchid Society Winter Show
Morayfield Community Hall (298 Morayfield Rd Morayfield)
23 to 25 July 2021
Set up 2.00-5.30 pm on 22 July, pack up by 3.00 pm on 25 July.
Email cosinc@outlook.com.au if you wish to bench orchids.

BRINGING IT ALL TOGE THER FOR
OUR MOTHER’S DAY SHOW
by Kathy Howatson
Hi everyone,
I hope all your orchids are behaving themselves and flowering
beautifully or are in bud ready for the Mother’s Day show at Bli
Bli Uniting Church on Saturday 8 May.

Darryl will do a potting demonstration at 10.00 am. It’ll be
outside beside the hall under the shade of a tree. Chairs will
need to be placed in the shade.

The hall has a capacity of sixty so there’ll have to be diligent
monitoring of the numbers.

There will be 2 cash registers in use again at the plant sales
desk at the Mother’s Day show. This proved very successful at
the Buderim show, allowing for the quick service of buyers so as
to alleviate the long wait to be served.

There’s a QR code now for the public and for our members to use
to check in. Desiree has also found a way for people who don’t
have a phone to be checked in. Good work.
The kitchen will be in operation at this show. Del and Fay have
done the required TAFE course.
We need several card tables to use for morning tea. Does
anyone have one we can use for the day? If so, please let me
know. They’ll be placed out the back door, so people are not
counted in with the hall numbers.
Uncut homemade slices or cakes are also needed. Del will
make scones and sandwiches.

The procedure for selling plants is the same as the last show.
There’ll be sale tags for sale at the meeting – $1 for 10 tags.
Joe is putting the tables in his truck after our meeting. He’ll
need help to do this. We need them for the show as the hall has
a limited number of tables.
Show set up is from 6.00 am. The show will be open from 8.00
am until 4.00pm. Entry is $4 and raffle tickets are $1.
If you have any questions, just send me an email or ask
someone at the meeting on Tuesday 4 May.

DO ORCHID NAMES MAT TER?
by Charlie McMonagle
Growers are free to give their orchids any name they wish, but if
they want them to be judged for Australian Orchid Council (AOC)
Awards or in competitions at shows judged under AOC rules,
they must be named in accordance with the World Checklist
for Selected Plant Families, created and maintained by the
Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, UK (http://wcsp.science.kew.
org/) for species, or The International Orchid Register managed
by The Royal Horticultural Society (http://apps.rhs.org.uk/
horticulturaldatabase/orchidregister/orchidregister.asp) for
hybrids.
The names sourced from the authorities listed above are
regarded internationally as ‘accepted’ names. The species
names in particular are based on consensus amongst
scientists at Kew and their international collaborators.
There’s been much confusion amongst hobby growers over the
past 20 or so years because of a comprehensive revision of the
classification of orchid genera necessitated by the revelation of
widespread anomalies identified by DNA studies.
The Genera Orchidacearum Project, commenced by Kew in 1995
was a comprehensive review of all orchid genera, consolidating
the work of around 200 scientists into six volumes, published
progressively between 1999 and 2014. The first three
volumes, dealing primarily with Cypripedioideae and terrestrial
genera, had little effect on horticultural growers. Volumes 4
(2006), 5 (2010) and 6 (2014) caused major disruption, most
significantly in the Subtribes Laeliinae (the Cattleya Alliance)
and Oncidiinae. The new classification was summarised in a
paper by Mark Chase and other lead researchers in the GO
project entitled An Updated Classification of Orchidaceae
published in the Botanical Journal of the Linnean Society,
Vol 177, Issue 2, 2015. The paper’s quite long but the new
classification is summarised in a few pages at the end. The
paper can be viewed at https://academic.oup.com/botlinnean/
article/177/2/151/2416341.
The article by Billy in the February edition of The Observer
prompted me to provide a wider view of the changes to
Laeliinae. The more significant changes, from the point of view
of hobby growers, are:
•

The cluster type Cattleyas, bowringiana, skinneri, aurantica
and hennisiana (syn. patinii) were transferred to a new
Genus, Guarianthe.

•

Brassavolas digbyana and glauca were transferred to
Rhyncholaelia.

•

The Brazilian Laelias (sub-genus Hadrolaelia) were moved
initially to Sophronitis and then all Sophronitis were
transferred to Cattleya.

•

Some Schomburgkia were transferred to Laelia, the balance
to Myrmecophila.

Brassavola digbyana is now Rhyncholaelia digbyana. This is the
flower that frills the lips on exhibition Cattleya hybrids.

Schomburgkia tibicinis has been renamed Myrmecophila
tibicinis. Some beautiful sunset colours and unique novelty
shapes have come from using this species in hybridising.

Confusion will be minimised if we all agree to accept the
decisions by Kew and adopt the accepted names.
Cattleya bowringiana is now called Guarianthe bowringiana

ORCHID GENER A
NAMES AND PRONUNCIATION

CURIOSIT Y CORNER

Continuing on from last month’s list of orchid names and how to
pronounce them, some more names to roll into your vocabulary.

Last month we looked at one of the biggest orchids around, so
this month, let’s go in the other direction.

Epigeneium

ep-ee-jean-EE-um

Epiphyllum

eh-pih-FILL-um or ep-ih-FILL-lum

Eria

EAR-ee-ah

Eulophia

yew-LOH-fee-ah

Fredclarkeara

fred-clark-AR-ah

Galeandra

gal-ee-AN-drah

Gastrochilus

gas-troh-KYE-lus

Gastrorchis

gast-ROAR-kiss

Gomesa

go-MAY-zah or go-MEE-za

Gongora

gon-GOHR-ah or gon-GORE-rah

Grammangis

gram-MANG-giss

Grammatophyllum

gram-mat-oh-FILL-um

Guarianthe

gwar-ee-AN-thee

Habenaria

hab-ee-NAIR-ee-a or
hab-ee-NARE-ee-ah or
hab-en-AYR-ee-ah or
hab-en-AIR-ee-ah

Hadrolaelia

HAD-roh-LAY-lee-ah

Holcoglossum

hole-koh-GLOSS-um

Holcostylis

hole-koh-STY-liss

Huntleya

HUNT-lee-a

by Roger Lodsman

Three Australian Bulbophyllums are among some of the tiniest
orchids in the world. B exiguum, B globuliforme, and
B minutissimum are found in Queensland and NSW and quite
common where conditions suit them. Bulbophyllum exiguum
is the most versatile, roaming around trees and rocks in deep
shade anywhere from rainforest to dry Eucalypt woodland at
sea level to 1000m. B minutissimum can be found on trees and
rocks in dry Eucalypt woodland from sea level to 300m.
B globuliforme is the specialist of the bunch, mainly preferring
the tall canopy of Hoop Pines (Araucaria cunninghamii) in the
McPherson Range on the Scenic Rim, the Jimna Range near
Kilcoy, and the Calliope Range near Gladstone.
They’re commonly known as Bead Orchids and they’re tiny!
B exiguum has relatively large 3-8 mm pseudobulbs and 0.6-5
cm leaves. The other two have 1-3 mm pseudobulbs, eyelash
thin leaves, and their flowers are 2-3 mm across. If you can find
a piece for sale, they’re quite happy on a cork mount. I’ve seen
B globuliforme and B minutissimum grown quite successfully
on a champagne cork! Counterintuitively, the tinier two also like
quite good light to flower and lots of air movement to thrive.
This article was written with reference to information found on
www.therocklilyman.com and www.plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au

Borrowed from www.pvorchids.com
Bulbophyllum minutissimum

Sophronitis coccinea, one of the main species used to breed
Cocktail Cattleyas, is now Cattleya coccinea.

Bulbophyllum exiguum

Bulbophyllum globuliforme

JUDGING RESULTS – APRIL 2021 MEE TING
CAT TLE YA

MEMBER

POPULAR VOTE

1 Rlc. Burdekin Charm ‘John’

John S

John S

Rlc. California Girl

2 Rlc. Ubon Tribute ‘Tutor’

John S

3 Rlc. Village Chief North ‘Green Genius’

Loraine H

John S

Den. Airy Crimson

DENDROBIUM
1 Den. Chao Praya Sweet x Garish

Loraine H

2 Den. unknown

Loraine H		

3 Den. French Rose (unregistered)

Barry W

Den. Black Mountain

VANDA
1 V. Fuchs Royal Dragon

Loraine H

2 V. Kulwadee Fragrance

Loraine H

3 V. Saint Valentine

John S

Loraine H

V. Kultana ‘Pink Pearl’

Loraine H

Miltonia Kismet

ONCIDIUM
1 Miltonia Kismet

Loraine H

2 Ons. Sweet Sugar
Oncsa (Oncidesa) Sweet Sugar

Loraine H

3 Burrageara Brazilian Sun
Oncostelopsis Brazilian Sun

Loraine H

ANY OTHER GENERA
1 Paph. (Hsinying Macasar x Hsinying Rocket)
Loraine H
Loraine H
x charlesworthii			
2 Fdk. Enter Light ‘SVO Grasshopper’
x Ctsm. Orchidglade ‘Green Apple’ AM/AOS

John S

3 Cyc. Cooperi ‘SVO’ HCC/AOS
x Sevenfold ‘17 Wonders’

John S

Paph. (Hsinying Macasar x Hsinying Rocket)
x charlesworthii

SPECIES
1 Paph. thaianum

John S

John S

2 Den. biggibum

John S		

3 Holc. (Holcoglossum) kimballianum

Loraine H

Paph. Godfreya
Paph. godefroyae

NOVICE
1 Den. Kiilani Stripe ‘Hew’

Desiree W

2 Onc. Sunday Best
Alcra (Aliceara) Sunday Best

Mike K		

Mike K

3 Laelianthe Wrigleyi

Rama B

Onc. Sunday Best
Alcra (Aliceara) Sunday Best

FOLIAGE
1 Caladium

Loraine H

2 Calanthea illustris

Loraine H

3 Episcia cupreata, Flame Violet

Mike K

Loraine H

NAME CHANGES ARE IN ORANGE (please update your tags)

Caladium

THE BENCHES

A colourful bunch of Dendrobium hybrids.

CAT TLE YA

DENDROBIUM

Dendrobium Chao Praya Sweet x Garish

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Burdekin Charm ‘John’

Dendrobium NOID

Dendrobium French Rose
(unregistered)

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Ubon Tribute ‘Tutor’

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Village Chief North ‘Green Genie’

VANDA

ONCIDIUM

Vanda Fuchs Royal Dragon

Miltonia Kismet

Oncidesa Sweet Sugar

Vanda Kulwadee Fragrance

Vanda Saint Valentine

Oncostelopsis Brazilian Sun

OTHER GENER A

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE
This month’s plant of the night is Loraine’s Paphiopedilum
(Hsinying Macasar x Hsinying Rocket) x charlesworthii. See
page 2 for her notes on Paph care.
Cycnoches Cooperi ‘SVO’ HCCAOS x Sevenfold ’17 Wonders’.
Fredclarkeara Enter Light ‘SVO Grasshopper x Catasetum
Orchidglade ‘Green Apple’ AMAOS

SPECIES

NOVICE

FOLIAGE

Aliceara Sunday Best

Calanthea illustris

Paphiopedilum thaianum

Laelianthe Wrigleyi

Caladium

Dendrobium biggibum

Episcia cupreata

Holcoglossum kimballianum

Dendrobium Kiilani Stripe ‘Hew’

GE T TING TO KNOW YOU
This month, Barry chats with

Tracey Rahn

Showers. My Uncle bred this beauty and it was awarded by the
Cymbidium Society of America back in the eighties.
How long have you been growing Orchids?
I was in my 20’s when my Uncle downsized his business and
gave me a few of his Orchids. I’m still very much a novice grower
but learning more and more each year.
What do you love about growing Orchids?
I love that there are so many types of Orchids. Most are ugly
ducklings until they flower and then BOOM!
The shapes, colours and the perfume are so amazing.
What type of Orchids do you grow?
I have a small mixed collection and haven’t really decided which
genera I’d like to grow more of.
What’s the Orchid at the top of your wish list?
I don’t have just one orchid on the top of my wish list. I have an
addiction so any and all orchids will do for me.
Where do you grow your Orchids?
My Orchids grow under 50% shade cloth in two shade
houses, side by side, one of which has a polycarbonate roof
section. This is where I hang my hard cane Dens and keep my
Phalaenopsis.
Do you have a regular program for watering, fertilising, and pest
control?
I don’t have a regular programme right now. It’s something I’m
striving to accomplish, though.
Do you have a mentor or inspiration in the orchid community?
My uncle has been a great mentor and I have gained so much
valuable knowledge since joining Maroochydore Orchid Society.
I’m filled with inspiration at every meeting I attend when I see
the amazing display of beautiful blooms.
Do you have other interests and hobbies?
Tracey’s been a member for a couple of years or more now. Say
hi to Tracey at the next meeting. She’s so easy to chat with,
making her one of my favourite people.
Tracey and I are our Society’s designated hosts. If you’re a new
member to our Society, we can help you settle in and get to know
everyone.
How did you get the Orchid bug?
I was bitten by the orchid bug quite severely about 4 years ago
when visiting the Orchid Show in Hervey Bay.
What was your first Orchid?
My first Orchid was a yellow Cymbidium named Graylane Golden

I love to travel with my husband and collect forever memories.
I love spending time at home in the garden as well.
What topics you would most like to hear a talk or presentation
about at some stage?
I’m interested in any topics associated with Orchids and have
enjoyed all the presentations we’ve had at meetings so far. If I
have a particular question, I usually just ask other members.
Thank you, Tracey, it was a pleasure chatting with you. Happy
growing and flowering.
Would another member please volunteer to answer these
questions for the May edition of The Observer?

