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CULTURAL MEETINGS
Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Tuesday of the month
at the Buderim Men’s Shed 34 Advance Road Kuluin
Plants are to be tabled by 7.00 pm for judging
THE NEXT CULTURAL MEETING IS ON TUESDAY 1 JUNE 2021

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

SECRE TARY ’S REPORT

The year is marching on in carpet slippers. It is the middle of
May already and winter is coming. It will get here a lot faster
than it did in Game of Thrones! Levity aside, we’ve just had
another particularly good show. Congratulations on the
quality blooms you put on display and the efforts you put into
make it all work so well.

The President welcomed visitors Pam, Noela, Judy, Rosemary,
Kim, and Elizabeth to our May meeting. Jay received her
membership badge.

It was very pleasing to see nearly all the people who came to the
Show spending a good amount of time looking at the display of
flowers. Sometimes a lot of people just buy plants and leave,
not this time. This shows their appreciation of such a wonderful
show. Once again, congratulations and thank you for all your
efforts.
The next show that we will be involved in is the Caboolture Show
near the end of July. More on this as we get closer to the actual
date.
As the weather cools down there should be a decrease in bug
attacks but mice will be looking for a warmer home and tasty
flowers to munch on. I have tins laying on their side in the Orchid
House with mouse bait in them. This keeps the bait dry and gives
the mice a cosy spot for a snack, especially if it is raining.
I won’t bore you any more now so keep warm and happy growing.
I’ll see you all at the next meeting on Tuesday 1 June with
another wonderful display of flowers.
Cheers
DUNCAN McMARTIN
MOS President

The committee discussed the email from Nambour Orchid
Society regarding use of the Buderim Uniting Church Hall for a
one day show in June and a species show in October. A response
email was drafted and sent to Nambour Orchid Society.
The main topic of discussion was our Mother’s Day Show at Bli
Bli Uniting Church on Saturday 8 May. Desiree, Joe, and Kathy
conducted the initial site visit and formulated a floor plant for
display tables, sale tables, outside tables, entry tables and the
area for the potting demonstration. The Society resolved to use
a QR code linking to the Check in Qld app, which made contact
tracing so much easier. We also resolved to put up roadside
signs and banners to advertise the show. EDITOR: The Mother’s
Day Show was a resounding success, as evidenced in the
special edition show newsletter. We came together like a welloiled machine.
Del is painting a special banner for our 50th Anniversary
Show in August. Planning our celebration of the first 50 years of
the Maroochydore Orchid Society is underway.
The Caboolture Orchid Society Show on 23, 24, and 25 July is
a benching show for us with set up on Thursday 22 July. Email
cosinc@outlook.com.au if you wish to bench orchids at that
show.
KATHY HOWATSON
MOS Secretary

PL ANT OF THE NIGHT
by Lionel K

Angraecum eburneum ssp. gir yamae x
Angraecum eburneum ssp. superbum
Angraecums come from East Africa, Madagascar, Reunion and
the Seychelles and Comoro Islands. They grow as epiphytes in
rainforests and as lithophytes on rock and coral outcrops.
I grow this plant and other Angraecums in the same environment
as my Vandas, namely, 50% shade cloth with sun all day.
During the summer, they’re watered almost every day to keep the
humidity as high as possible. During the cooler months, they’re
watered a couple of times a week.
They’re fertilised each week with Campbells Diamond T, 8-432. I also add magnesium one week then calcium the next
week. About every five weeks, they’re given Seasol instead
of Campbells. From mid-October to the end of December, I
increase the nitrogen level by using Diamond 19 carat, 19-8-16.
They’re sprayed once a month with Ag-Phos Systemic Fungicide
and with whatever insecticide is required.
Once the flowers start growing, it’s a good idea the keep them
under shelter but still with good light. I have an area covered
with alsynite which works well for me.

Angraecum eburneum ssp. giryamae x
Angraecum eburneum ssp. superbum

LIBR ARY
An orchid book library is available for all members to use.
Please ensure borrowed books are signed out by our Librarian
Joe Merceria.

NE WSLE T TER CONTRIBUTIONS
If you have an interesting article to share in the newsletter
please contact the Editor. See front cover for contact details.

DISCL AIMER
While the Editor endeavours to ensure the reliability of this
newsletter, neither the Editor nor Maroochydore Orchid Society
Inc. can assume any responsibility for the information or advice
given to readers of The Observer.

This project is proudly suppor ted by
Sunshine Coast Council’s grant s program

Close up of the flowers on Lionel’s Angraecum eburneum ssp.
giryamae x Angraecum eburneum ssp. superbum

THE 2021 AOF ESSAY PRIZE

CALENDAR OF E VENTS

Getting young people involved with orchids

JUNE

The AOF Essay Prize is an annual writing competition
established with a generous endowment by the Slade family.

Orchid Treck to Roberson’s Nursery, Woombye
Starting at 09.30 am on 19 June 21. RSVP to Desiree to register.

This year there are three prizes:
1st prize of $350
2nd prize of $250
3rd prize of $150
The Australian Orchid Foundation invites all Australian orchid
growers to consider the topic for 2021 and submit an entry.
The essay topic for 2021 is getting young people involved
with orchids and may include cultivation, orchid societies
and shows, field trips, conservation issues, botany,
photography, the internet, social media, like-minded friends,
and so on.
The deadline for receipt of all entries is 30 June 2021.
Submit your entry by email to
aof@australianorchidfoundation.org.au

JULY
Caboolture Orchid Society Winter Show
Fri 23 to Sun 25 July
Morayfield Community Hall, 298 Morayfield Rd Morayfield
Set up 2.00-5.30 pm on 22 July, pack up by 3.00 pm on 25 July
Email cosinc@outlook.com.au if you wish to bench orchids

AUGUST
Maroochydore Orchid Society Show
Fri 6 and Sat 7 August with set up on Thur 5 August
Agnes Waters Show
hosting Subtropical Orchid Council Queensland
Sat 14 and Sun 15 August

or by mail to:

Childers & Isis District Orchid Society Show
Fri 27 and Sat 28 August with set up on Thur 26 August

AOF Essay Prize
PO Box 440
Yarra Glen VIC 3775

SEPTEMBER

The Australian Orchid Foundation ask that you please include
your name, address, and telephone contact.

ENTRY RULES
•

This competition is open to Australian residents only.

•

The essay will be an original article, not previously
published.

•

The essay must be no more than 4,000 words, short
essays are most welcome.

•

The essay is to be in English and typewritten.

•

Entries may include art work or images.

•

The authors of the essays will remain undisclosed to the
judges, whose decision will be final. If in the opinion of
the judges, no worthy essays are received, there will be
no award that year.

•

•
•

Non-winning entries will be returned to the sender
if requested. These entries may be submitted to the
editors of Australian orchid periodicals for publication,
with permission from the author.
The winning essay will be announced at the AGM of the
Foundation in October 2021.
The winning entries will be placed on the AOF web site
and maybe published in Australian orchid periodicals.

Nambour Orchid Society Benched Spring Show
Fri 3 and Sat 4 September with set up on Thu 2 September
Maryborough District Orchid Society Show
Thur 16 to Sat 18 September with set up Wed 15 September
St Paul’s Church Hall, 178-202 Adelaide St Maryborough
Noosa District Ochid and Foliage Society Show
Thur 16 and Fri 17 September with set up on Wed 15 September
Glasshouse Country Orchid Society Show
Fri 24 and Sat 25 September with set up on Thur 23 September
Beerwah Community Hall, 25 Peachester Rd Beerwah
Hervey Bay Orchid Society Show and Garden Spectacular
Fri 24 to Sun 26 September with set up on Thur 23 September
Rockhampton Orchid Society Spring Show
Sat 25 and Sun 26 September

OCTOBER
Caloundra Orchid Society Show
Fri 1 and Sat 2 October with set up on Thur 30 September
Uniting Church Hall, corner Queen St and Ulm St Caloundra
Bribie Island Orchid Society Show
Fri 8 and Sat 9 October with set up on Thur 7 October
Caboolture Orchid Society Closed Show
Thur 21 to Sat 23 October
Morayfield Shopping Centre, 171 Morayfield Rd Morayfield
Nambour Species Show
Fri 29 and Sat 30 October with set up on Thur 28 October

BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS
by the Australian Orchid Foundation
A COMPLETE GUIDE TO NATIVE ORCHIDS OF AUSTRALIA
3RD EDITION by David L Jones

THE ASTONISHING STANHOPEAS
by Barney Greer 1998

Detailed text covering full plant description, habitat, notes, and
taxonomic information on 1685 taxa including, distribution,
and biology. Outstanding colour images and detailed scientific
drawings enhancing species identification by comparing key
features. A legacy of a lifetime’s study of Australian Orchids

This concise manual on the genus Stanhopea will assist both
the novice and advanced hobby grower to achieve the best from
their upside down orchids. Over 70 colour photographs of the
known species.

800 pages

$205 inc postage within Australia

SPIDER ORCHIDS: CALADENIA ORCHIDS OF AUSTRALIA
by Gary Backhouse
A comprehensive field guide to the 400 species and subspecies
of orchids and their relatives that occur in Australia with over
1,300 photographs of wild orchids in their natural habitat.
Soft cover, 412 pages, size 15.6 cm x 23.4 cm

$50.00

THE WASP AND THE ORCHID: THE REMARK ABLE LIFE OF
AUSTRALIAN NATURALIST EDITH COLEMAN
by Danielle Clode
This is the previously unwritten story of naturalist Edith
Coleman. Edith, who lived in Blackburn, Victoria, was the first
person to identify and describe, in 1927, the pollination of an
orchid by pseudocopulation after careful observations for two
seasons of the tongue orchid Cryptostylis leptochila and the
strange activities of the ichneumon wasps on its labellum.
This paper was written by a woman without formal scientific
training, was quoted around the world, and finally acknowledged
as being an accurate observation and conclusion. Pollination
by pseudocopulation was subsequently confirmed in many
orchids, especially in Australia. Edith’s extensive work was later
acknowledged with the Australian Natural History Medallion in
1949, the first woman to receive this honour.
Hardcover 420 pp

Retail price $39.99. Special price $35.00.

AUSTRALIAN ORCHID RESEARCH 1976-1989
Volumes 2, 3, 4 & 5 — set

$75.00

A complete and extensive publication of lectures presented
by eminent orchid growers at the ‘A Foundation in Orchids’
Workshop. Various topics include purchasing plants on eBay,
deflasking, tissue culture, media, controlling pests and diseases
and also including advice on how to purchase and grow genera
such as Sarcochilus, Cattleya, Paphiopedilum, Cymbidium,
Australian terrestrials and cool growing Australian native
epiphytic orchids.
$10.00

$15.00

BULBOPHYLLUM OF SULAWESI
by Jaap Vermeulen & Peter O’Byrne 2011
Bulbophyllum of Sulawesi is a scientific revision of the 123
species and 4 subspecies of Bulbophullum that are found in
Sulawesi. It contains descriptions of all 127 taxa, and illustrates
the majority of them with colour photographs, line drawings, or
both. The book is organised into sections according to the latest
developments in orchid taxonomy; 24 Bulbophyllum sections
are represented in Sulawesi. Keys to the sections and species
are provided. There is a chapter on the biogeography of Sulawesi
and chapters dealing with the island’s forests and orchid
habitats.
Hardcover, 169 colour photographs, 247 pages

$80.00

THE ALLURE OF ORCHIDS
by Mark Clements 2013
Featuring an essay by orchid expert Mark Clements,
accompanied by a portfolio of illustrations, both historical
and modern, of these alluring species. In it you will find works
by around 25 artists, including the extraordinarily detailed
lithographs of early botanical illustrator Ferdinand Bauer,
Ellis Rowan’s beautiful paintings, the delicate watercolours of
Margaret Cochrane Scott, and many more. There are over 140
orchid illustrations. Images are divided into genera and species.
Author notes accompany the images in the portfolio, with
interesting historical or botanical facts. Ideal gift or coffee-table
book.
Softcover, 224 pages

A FOUNDATION IN ORCHIDS
Proceedings for a workshop held at the
Holmesglen Conference Centre, Victoria, May 2010

A4 softcover, 71 pages

Paperback, 79 pages

$25.00

PAPHIOPEDILUM SPECIES The Essential Guide
by Henry Oakeley and Guido Braem 2011
This easy to use treatise is dedicated to the amateur
Paphiopedilum grower. Over 90 recognised species are
listed in alphabetical order with a colour picture as a guide
to identification. There is sufficient text to give a guide
to cultivation requirements and an absolute minimum of
bibliography.
Paperback, 86 pages, 163 colour photographs

$15.00

IN BE T WEEN FLOWERS
by Barry W
HUNTLE YAS AND RELATED ORCHIDS
by Patricia A Harding 2008

Bulbophyllum medusae

In this first book devoted to the Huntleya alliance, the author
combines the results of recent molecular data with historical
records and first-hand growing experience to provide all the
known essentials for an upcoming group of orchid species.
Benzingia, Chondrorhyncha, Cochleanthes, Kefersteinia,
Pescatoria are just a few of the genera included in the detailed
key to help identify the characteristics that set the species
apart. More than 200 species are described, 150 of which are
illustrated with colour photographs.
Hardcover, 260 pages

$55.00

ORCHID PESTS AND DISEASES GUIDE Revised Edition 2008
by James B Watson
This popular guide produced by the American Orchid Society
provides information on insect and non-insect pests, bacterial
and fungal diseases and viruses. There’s also information on
physiological problems which may arise from incorrect watering,
lighting or nutritional problems.
Paperback, 124 pages, 80 colour photographs and 25 black
and white photographs
$24.00
AUSTRALIAN ORCHID GROWING
published by the Australian Orchid Council
Volume 1 Cymbidiums, 1993
Softcover, 64 pages

$8.00

Volume 3 Paphiopedilums, 1990
Softcover, 56 pages, lots of photos

$8.00

Postal charges extra on all books
VISA and Mastercard accepted
To place your order, phone 03 9730 1995
or visit www.australianorchidfoundation.org.au

SUPPER ROSTER
JUNE

TEDDY G, MIKE K, LYN & NEV

JULY

COL & BEV, MITZI M

AUGUST

JOHN S, LORAINE H

SEPTEMBER

JOE M, IAN W

OCTOBER

KEN J, BARRY W

NOVEMBER

SHARYN P, DESIREE WATSON

DECEMBER

EVERYONE TO BRING A PLATE

I just wanted to show you my Bulbophyllum medusae in full
flower as it wasn’t open for Mother’s Day show and will be
finished by the time we have another meeting.
It had 25 buds this year of which 21 opened at once last
Thursday for an impressive display. As you can see, I don’t grow
my Bulbophyllums in the saucers most growers use, rather, I find
the square Vanda baskets more to my liking.
If you have a plant that’s flowering beautifully in between
shows and meetings, send a photo or two and a description
under 100 words. Roger and I will try and get it in the next issue
of The Observer. Send your in between flowers by email to
espin_3751@dodo.com.au or text them to 0438 144 451.

JUDGING RESULTS – MAY 2021 MEE TING
CAT TLE YA

MEMBER

POPULAR VOTE

1 Lc. Jungle Queen x Rlc. Southern Cross
C. Jungle Queen

Lionel K

Lionel K

C. Jungle Queen

2 Bc. Donna Kimura ‘Paradise Tami’
Rlc. Donna Kimura

Lionel K

3 Row. Hawaii Stars
Bc. Hawaii Stars

Lionel K

Lionel K

Den. Taurus x canaliculatum

John S

V. Brighton’s Leopard

Loraine H

Gomesa Alosuka

DENDROBIUM
1 Den. Airy Crimson

Barry W

2 Den. Flawless Pink

Loraine H

3 Den. Taurus x canaliculatum

Lionel K

VANDA
1 V. Brighton’s Leopard

John S

2 V. Kulwadee Pink Pearl

Loraine H

3 V. Kulwadee Fragrance

John S

ONCIDIUM
1 Onc. Alosuka
Gomesa Alosuka

Loraine H

2 Odctm. Witch’s Jewels
Onc. Witch’s Jewels

Loraine H

3 Onc. Sweet Sugar
Oncsa. Sweet Sugar

Loraine H

ANY OTHER GENERA
1 Angraecum eburneum ssp. giryamae x A. e. ssp. Superbum Lionel K
Loraine H
Kew: Angcm. eburnum is accepted species for Angcm. giryamae		
2 Phal. Ox Golden Apple

John S

3 Paph. Hsinying Love x charlesworthii

Loraine H

Paph. spicerianum
This is a species

SPECIES
1 Phal. bellina

Loraine H

2 Habenaria rhodocheila

John S

3 Bulb. tingabarinum

Col and Bev

Loraine H

Phal. bellina

NOVICE
1 Cl. Rebecca Northen x Ctsm tigrinum
(There’s no “r” in Northen)

Greg D

Jack & Christine Zygo. Debbie De Mellow ‘Honolulu Bay’

2 Onc. Jungle Monarch ‘Pacific Pride’

Jack & Christine

3 Zygo. Debbie De Mellow ‘Honolulu Bay’

Jack & Christine

FOLIAGE
1 Fittonia

Loraine H

2 Maiden Hair Fern

Lorain H

Loraine H

NAME CHANGES ARE IN ORANGE (please update your tags)

Fittonia

AN ORCHID OF EPIC PROPORTIONS

A huge Vanda Memoria Katherine McCartney x Blitz Hearthrob, grown by John Salway (of course), with one of our visitors for scale.

CAT TLE YA

DENDROBIUM

Dendrobium Airy Crimson

Cattleya Jungle Queen x
Rhyncholaeliocattleya Southern Cross

Dendrobium Flawless Pink

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Donna Kimura
‘Paradise Tami’

Brassocattleya Hawaii Stars

Dendrobium Taurus x canaliculatum

VANDA

ONCIDIUM

Vanda Kultana Pink Pearl

Gomesa Alosuka ‘Claire’

Vanda Kulwadee Fragrance

Vanda Brighton’s Leopard

Oncidesa Sweet Sugar

Oncidium Witch’s Jewels

SPECIES

Phalaenopsis bellina

Bulbo tingabarinum

OTHER GENER A

Habenaria rhodocheila

Phalaenopsis Ox Golden Apple

Paphiopedilum Hsinying Love x charlesworthii

NOVICE

FOLIAGE

Fittonia

Cl. Rebecca Northen ‘Grapefruit Pink’ x Ctsm. tigrinum ‘SVO’

Maiden Hair Fern

Zygo Debbie De Mellow ‘Honolulu Bay’

Oncidium Jungle Monarch ‘Pacific Pride’

GE T TING TO KNOW YOU
This month, we’re talking to our Assistant Secretary,

DESIREE WATSON
How did you get the Orchid bug?
I always loved gardening since I was a child. We went to
Singapore in 2010 and saw the massed Phalaenopsis in the
terminal. Just glorious. Click.
What was your first Orchid?
On a posting to Tampa Florida there would regularly be
Phalaenopsis on the sale table at the base for a few dollars. I
ended up with a little collection.
How long have you been growing Orchids?
After the onesees and twosees living in rental homes during
my fulltime work life, I always knew I wanted orchids in my
own garden here on the Sunshine Coast. I went to Robertson’s
Orchids in 2017 and bought five. That was the start of my
collection. Hubby had to keep an eye on them that year as I
moved here in 2018.
What do you love about growing Orchids?
Oh, I love watching them grow, the shoots and roots, then
waiting to see what the flowers this little seedling are going to
look like, and I love the flowers. I love the amazing and dramatic
colours, particularly the long-lasting flowers, holding their
colour and substance for a long time. Some have a glistening
shimmer – really showcasing nature’s exquisiteness. They’re
also naughty, wanting to go whatever direction they want! I think
I’ll never get it all sorted but happy to be working on it.
What type of Orchids do you grow?
A mixed collection as I’m still trying out different genera
and positions at home. They’re mostly Cattleyas, Oncidium,
Phalaenopsis, Dendrobium, Epidendrum, Vandaceous, and
then a mix of others. Hmmmm, a lot. The bulk of mine are still
seedlings so I’ve got an exciting few years ahead, seeing them
flower for the first time.
Do you have a favourite Orchid?
I think I love Species Cattleyas and Vandas the most, but I could
never just stick with those.
What’s the Orchid at the top of your wish list?
There are a few variants of Cattleya purpurata that I’d love to
have: some of the exciting colour combinations.
Where do you grow your Orchids?
On trees, in pots around the house, on the veranda, and in my
bush house.

so it’s a bit laborious. I try to be on time with pesticides and
fungicides but I often just get to it when I can.
Do you have a mentor or inspiration in the orchid community?
I look to all the experienced growers as great sources of shared
stories and love looking at their mature plants in bloom. I also
love chatting to new growers as I’m still in that boat too and I
love that we’re learning together.
Do you have other interests and hobbies you would like to tell
us about?
I previously did not have time for a hobby so am thrilled that
gardening is my hobby now. I am an Air Force Reservist & that is
now my sideline, not running my life, so I can have more time to
enjoy my family and home.
What are your highlights since joining Maroochydore Orchid
Society?
I love the bush house visits and orchid trecks as well as the
social occasions where we have time to get to know people more
and shoot the breeze about orchids.
What topics you would most like to hear a talk or presentation
about at some stage?
We did a presentation last meeting on fertilising. I think “what to
do this time of the month” would be great. Pest control. Fungus
control. And about orchids native to south east Queensland.

Do you have a regular program for watering, fertilising, and pest
control?

Thank you, Desiree, it was a pleasure chatting with you. Happy
growing and flowering. Say hi to Desiree at the next meeting
and if you can help her out with the orchid at the top of her wish
list, that’d make her incredibly happy.

I go less fertiliser but more frequently, and they mostly all get the
same. I use a spray bottle to fertilise tree orchids and vandas

Would another member please volunteer to be featured in the
June edition of The Observer?

