
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
It’s sad to hear that Kev Rimmington passed away recently after 
several health problems over the last few years. Kev was a long 
time member of our society and was editor of the newsletter 
for a while. He was also a founding member of the Maroochy 
Country Music Club. Our thoughts are with Kev’s friends and 
family.

Kath Wanka also sadly passed away. Our sympathies to Doug 
and family for their loss. Many of you will remember Kath as a 
wonderful hostess on our visits by bus or carpool to her and 
Doug’s bush house and nursery.

Spring is here and many plants are sprouting new growths or 
putting on buds. The bugs that suck their vital juices are also up 
and about. At this stage they are very small, and a casual look 
will not see them. I have taken pictures of newly opened flowers 
and when I bring them up to full screen size on the tablet, there 
they were! There were tiny aphids, spider mites and another 
spindly legged thing I didn’t recognize. It’s time to carefully 
inspect flowers, buds and new growths and if necessary, start a 
war. I’ve also heard of Dendrobium beetles showing up already.

I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting on 7 September.

SECRE TARY ’S REPORT
I’d like to thank all members for their time and effort in 
preparation for our 50th anniversary show. In the end this was 
all in vain, but I think we can all agree that the health of our 
community is a priority. We’ve been very lucky so far here in 
Queensland. Let’s keep our fingers crossed our luck continues!

Our next show will be on Saturday 13 November.

I’ve also submitted provisional dates for next year’s shows:

Saturday 19 March 2022 for our one day show, and for our 
annual show Friday 5 and Saturday 6 August with set up on 
Thursday 4 August 2022. Both shows will be held at the Uniting 
Church Hall in Buderim. I’ve emailed these dates to Malcolm 
Woods but they are yet to confirm them with me.

Our Mother’s Day show will be held on Saturday 8 May 2022. 
This will probably be at the Bli Bli Uniting Church Hall which has 
proven to be an ideal venue.

The committee is looking into having a special Christmas dinner 
which will also serve as the 50th anniversary dinner at which the 
cake will be cut. It’s also hoped that some long time members 
will give short recollections of past activities of the society.

KATHY HOWATSON 
MOS Secretary

DUNCAN McMARTIN 
MOS President

PO Box 382 Maroochydore QLD 4558
ht tps ://maroochydoreorchidsociet yinc.com
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CULTURAL MEETINGS 
Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Tuesday of the month  
at the Buderim Men’s Shed 34 Advance Road Kuluin 
Plants are to be tabled by 7.00 pm for judging
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LIBR ARY
An orchid book library is available for all members to use. 
Please ensure borrowed books are signed out by our Librarian 
Joe Merceria.

NE WSLE T TER CONTRIBU TIONS
If you have an interesting article to share in the newsletter 
please contact the Editor. See front cover for contact details.

DISCL AIMER
While the Editor endeavours to ensure the reliability of this 
newsletter, neither the Editor nor Maroochydore Orchid Society 
Inc. can assume any responsibility for the information or advice 
given to readers of The Observer.

This project is proudly supported by  
Sunshine Coast Council’s grants program

Layout design by Mika Lodsman

CALENDAR OF E VENTS

SEPTEMBER
Nambour Orchid Society Benched Spring Show 
Fri 3 and Sat 4 September with set up on Thur 2 September 
Buderim Uniting Church Hall, corner King St and Gloucester Rd

Maryborough District Orchid Society Show 
Thur 16 to Sat 18 September with set up Wed 15 September 
St Paul’s Church Hall, 178-202 Adelaide St Maryborough

Noosa District Orchid Society Benched Spring Show 
Fri 17 and Sat 18 September with set up on Thur 16 September 
Cooroy Memorial Hall, 23 Maple St Cooroy

Glasshouse Country Orchid Society Show  
Fri 24 and Sat 25 September with set up on Thur 23 September 
Beerwah Community Hall, 25 Peachester Rd Beerwah

Hervey Bay Orchid Society Show and Garden Spectacular 
Fri 24 to Sun 26 September with set up on Thur 23 September

Rockhampton Orchid Society Spring Show 
Sat 25 and Sun 26 September

OCTOBER
Caloundra Orchid Society Show 
Fri 1 and Sat 2 October with set up on Thur 30 September 
Uniting Church Hall, corner Queen St and Ulm St Caloundra

CANCELLED: Bribie Island Orchid Society Show 
Fri 8 and Sat 9 October with set up on Thur 7 October

Caboolture Orchid Society Closed Show 
Thur 21 to Sat 23 October 
Morayfield Shopping Centre, 171 Morayfield Rd Morayfield

Nambour Species Show  
Sat 23 October with set up on Fri 22 October 
Buderim Uniting Church Hall, corner King St and Gloucester Rd

NOVEMBER 2021
Caboolture Orchid Society hosts STOCQ meeting 
Sat 6 November 
Morayfield East State School, Graham Rd Morayfield

Tweed District Orchid Society Spring Show 
Sat 6 and Sun 7 November

Maroochydore Orchid Society Spring Show 
Sat 13 November 
Buderim Uniting Church Hall, corner King St and Gloucester Rd

SUPPER ROSTER
 
SEPTEMBER JOE M, IAN W

OCTOBER KEN J, BARRY W

NOVEMBER SHARYN P, DESIREE W

EDITOR’S NOTE

With the cancellation of both our 50th anniversary show and 
our August meeting, this month’s newsletter is dedicated to the 
many flowers we didn’t get to see up close and personal.

Special thanks to those of you who took the time to take photos 
of your orchids for this edition. There was a wealth of photos that 
arrived in my inbox but unfortunately, not all of them could be 
squeezed into the newsletter. Maybe one day we’ll have special 
edition full of Cattleyas!

I must say, free from the restrictions of judging standards that 
prioritise fuller shapes and flat flower presentation, this month’s 
orchids really do showcase the diversity of flower colour and 
form in our orchid collections. This is especially true for the 
Cattleyas and Dendrobiums in this edition.

Using photos taken in full spectrum natural light (as opposed to 
the fluorescent lights we normally see them under at meetings 
and shows) has really brought out the ‘fairy dust’ sparkle and 
near luminescent colour in our flowers.

This edition has also proven to be a fantastic opportunity to 
showcase some of the plants we’d never get to see at meetings 
or shows, namely, the ones we’ve stuck in trees or in the ground, 
or are stuck to the ground by the sheer scale of the pot!

Roger Lodsman

http://www.mikalodsman.com


Barry’s new Pleione in flower

Barry’s new Pleione budding from a dormant bulb

PLEIONE ORCHIDS

Pleione orchids are temperate plants that have a pronounced 
deciduous rest when they can withstand snow and frost if 
they are adequately mulched. Being miniatures, they’re ideal 
‘windowsill orchids’ that can be subjected to a simulated 
dormancy by storing the leafless dormant bulbs in the crisper of 
your fridge (a common practice with tulips in sub-par climates).

Pleione orchids are native to China, Nepal, Tibet, and Taiwan. 
They grow in moss on the ground or on trees and rocks in the 
mountains.

The flowers emerge in early spring, and a large bulb may 
produce two or more growths, each with two to three flowers. 
The flowers are 7-10 cm across, about the size of Cymbidium 
flowers. After the flowers fade, a single leaf emerges and lasts 
all summer. A new bulb having formed at each leaf base, the 
foliage dies back in autumn, and the old bulb withers over the 
winter.

CARE OF PLEIONE ORCHIDS
Pleiones require good drainage and a sheltered spot in the 
garden that simulates the mild days and cool nights of their 
mountain home. If grown in the garden, a winter mulch of Pine 
or Casuarina needles works well to protect the leafless bulbs 
sitting on the soil surface.

Pleiones are best suited to pans or half pots due to their shallow 
roots, with the bulbs sitting half out of the soil (like Amaryllis 
and Hippeastrum bulbs). Any well drained potting mix is 
suitable.

When growth begins in the spring, water just enough to moisten 
the soil - don’t over water as warm wet soil will rot the shoots 
right off the bulbs.

Once the plants have developed their roots, feed regularly with 
balanced soluble fertiliser, and keep the soil moist but not wet. 
Peter’s or fish fertilizer is suitable. Granular fertilizer may lodge 
in the base of the leaves and burn.

When the foliage dies down, the pots should be allowed to dry 
out and stored where the temperature will drop to or slightly 
below freezing at least part of the winter. This can be simulated 
by storing the bulbs in the crisper of your fridge. Good luck 
explaining this to your significant other!

RESOURCES ON PLEIONE CARE
For more growing tips, head to these websites:

https://rhodygarden.org/pleione-orchids-care/ 
https://travaldo.blogspot.com/search?q=pleione

BARRY’S NEW ACQUISITIONS
I recently bought a selection of Pleione orchids from a Victorian 
nursery. I grew them and loved them in Hobart but haven’t had 
any in my collection since moving to Queensland 26 years ago. I 
may be crazy trying to grow them in this climate but every garden 

has little microclimates and I intend to use mine to the fullest. 

They were dormant bulbs when I received them a few weeks ago. 
I’ve used round clay shallow pots for these bulbs and an Orchid 
mix made by Yates. I really like this mix and the Pleiones have 
reacted to it well. They’re now in bud and flower. I watered them 
once when they were planted and then nothing. They’re down 
low in the garden and only get two or three hours of morning sun 
but seem to be happy.

When the flowers finish and they begin new growth, I’ll find 
a cool breezy spot in dappled shade for them to see out our 
warm summer. The test will be to carry them through and have a 
good display of flowers again in 2022. I’ll be trying out this mix 
with some of my other semi terrestrial Orchids to see how they 
respond.

by Barry Woods

EDITORS NOTE
In reference to ‘Orchids and their ideal temperatures’ (see pages 
4-7 of this newsletter), these are plants with temperate thermal 
requirements. The average summer day temperature is 21-
24°C, the average night 12-16°C, which gives a daily difference 
of 5-12°C. The average winter day temperature is 12-21°C and 
night 7-10°C, which gives a daily amplitude of 5-11°C.



TEMPER AT URE R ANGES FOR HAPPY ORCHIDS
by Barry Woods

Most of us tend to have a mixed collection of Orchids, myself 
included. After all my Orchid growing years, I still seem to want a 
collection that requires a mixture of temperature requirements. 
This can be a difficult thing to achieve but we all have those 
certain areas in our shade houses and around the garden that 
offer something different… cooler by a few degrees, sunnier, 
more humid, less sun but excellent light. 

Over the years I have been given a few Phalaenopsis plants that I 
believe are from Bunnings (no name) and rather than keep them 
in pots taking up space in the Greenhouse, I prefer to put them 
outside and let them take their chances. I have found mine grow 
best on Date Palms, always in shade or very dappled light where 
the roughness of the trunk allows the roots to travel and hold the 
plant in place. The front of my home faces East so the backyard 
faces West – most of the ones I have mounted at the Front of the 
house do exceptionally well and continue to thrive while those 
planted at the back of the house do well for a while and then 
eventually find their way to Orchid Heaven. The big difference, 
I believe, is that the plants in the Back Garden cop all the 
Westerly winds in winter and it is just too cold for them and 
unprotected. The plants at the front cop none of these winds, 
the ground and undergrowth stay moist, and this lifts the level of 
humidity. I found this article on the internet and thought it might 
be of interested to a few growers.

The under-rated tip for flowering orchids: 
proper temperatures
When I first got serious about growing and re-blooming orchids, I 
learned about the important role temperature plays in triggering 
blooming. 

• Temperature triggers blooming for many Orchids.

• Orchids need a 5-10°C temperature drop at night to initiate 
flower buds.

• Orchids are classified into 3 different categories (warm, 
intermediate, and cool) that indicate their growing 
environments.

Choose orchids based on temperature ranges you can provide.

BEFORE buying an orchid, find out what kind of grower the orchid 
is, then ask yourself, can I reasonably accommodate those 
temperatures? By following these guidelines, you’ll save yourself 
all kinds of money and the orchids you do buy will be much more 
likely to flower.

The minimum temperatures denote the lowest the orchids will 
handle on a winter night. Daytime winter temperature will be 
5-10°C warmer than night-time temperatures. 

The maximum temperatures are the highest temperatures the 
orchids will tolerate in the summer. Again, to promote flowering, 
there should be a 5-10°C temperature difference between day 
and night.

Phalaenopsis

Vanda

Hardcane Dendrobium

Warm growers from steamy sea-level rainforests
18-25°C

Winter lows between 18-21°C 
Summer highs around 29°C



Miltoniopsis

Cymbidium

Masdevallia

Cool growers from high altitudes & cloud forests
10-24°C

Winter lows around 10°C 
Summer highs around 27°C

Oncidium

Pahphiopedilum

Cattleya

Intermediate growers from the sub-tropics
16-27°C

Winter lows between 13-17°C 
Summer highs around 27°C



Daily and seasonal temperature variations
Many orchids fall between ranges – warm to intermediate, or 
intermediate to cool – but as arbitrary as this sounds, these 
are specific temperature ranges. When you ask a seller about a 
slipper orchid, and they reply that it is an intermediate orchid 
this means that it needs a daytime winter temperature around 
21°C, and a night time winter temperature around 13°C, and 
a summer day time temperature around 27°C, and a night time 
summer temperature around 18°C.

Cool growers can be hard to care for as indoor plants as the cool 
temperatures are often difficult to achieve indoors. For optimum 
results, go for warm to intermediate growers.

Protecting orchids from the sun 
Orchids are sensitive to heat stress and sunburn, even a few 
minutes in direct sun can burn your orchids if it is too hot. We 
have all left orchids in a car on a warm day while we went back 
into the show to buy some more, only to come back to leaves 
blistered with sunburn.

You can protect your orchids from the heat with shade cloth, lots 
of air movement, fans (note the plural), and misters. If you grow 
orchids indoors you can hang a sheer curtain over the window, 
turn on a fan, and increase humidity.

No matter if you grow orchids indoors, outdoors or in a 
greenhouse, you will notice the position of the sun change 
according to the season (higher in summer, lower in winter) 
and vary in intensity with the weather and time of year. You will 
need to adjust your growing areas accordingly. Outdoor growers 
may place their orchids under covered patios on the north or 
east side of the house, and water more frequently when it is 
especially warm. Indoor growers may need to move plants so 
they are not in the path of direct sunlight.

Using a thermometer or humidistat may sound a little fanatical 
but, if you are serious about growing orchids, it’s just common 
sense. Tracking temperature and humidity in your various 
growing areas is that important. In addition to thermometers, 
just touching the leaves of your orchids can tell you if they are 
too hot. If they feel too warm, they are. 

Water Prevents Suffocation and Dehydration
Keep your orchid sufficiently hydrated because they cool 
themselves as they breathe. Orchids need water to their roots 
through traditional watering and water around their leaves via 
humidity. Pores in the leaves, called stomata, open and the 
orchid exchanges gases and loses water. If there is not enough 
humidity, the orchid becomes dehydrated because the air 
is too dry and the orchid’s stomata close, slowing down this 
transpiration. In effect, the orchid suffocates and dehydrates.

Use a fan
Not only does air movement help prevent bacterial and fungal 
infections from growing on your orchids, but it also mixes hot 
and cool air, raising or lowering the temperature to a more 
optimal range. 

Set the fan to low, you don’t want a hurricane, and point the 
fan away from the orchids. If the fan is pointed directly at the 
orchids, you risk drying out the leaves and roots.

Growing orchids outdoors
Always know what the ideal temperature ranges are for your 
orchids and what the temperature ranges are for your climate 
when choosing to grow them outdoors.

Growing orchids indoors
If you grow your orchids indoors year-round, you will still need to 
be aware of the possibility of cool temperatures. For example, 
certain warm-growing dendrobiums will drop their leaves if it 
gets below 15°C. If you visit relatives or travel during the winter 
and turn down your thermostat while you’re gone, first consult 
your orchids and see how cool they like their winters.

Ways to protect your orchids from the cold
• Dry orchids survive cold temperatures better than wet 

orchids.

• Water in the morning so the orchids have time to dry off 
before cooler night-time temperature drops.

• Orchids in active growth – roots, leaves, pseudobulbs, and 
buds – are more sensitive to the cold than dormant, or not 
actively growing orchids.

• If your orchid goes dormant during the winter – wait until 
spring to fertilize. 

• Temporarily enclosing the orchids with plastic sheets, 
bedsheets, or freeze cloth can create a warmer 
microclimate.

• Move the orchids to a warmer location. Sometimes easier 
said than done.

• Incandescent (not LED) Christmas lights and heat mats will 
slightly raise the temperature.

Controlling Temperature
Greenhouses provide an ideal situation to regulate 
temperatures. Heaters, coolers and waterproof thermostats, 
shade cloth, ventilators, and partitions between warmer and 
cooler areas within the greenhouse all contribute to providing 
orchids with ideal temperatures.



Outdoor and indoor orchid growers are more limited in the scope 
of orchids they may grow than greenhouse growers, but that 
doesn’t mean a substantial variety of orchids are out of reach. 

Outdoor growers must keep a vigilant eye on the weather and 
take protective measures with shade cloth and misters in the 
summer and possible frost protection in the winter.

Indoor growers simply need to be aware of seasonal 
temperatures in their homes. You may be able to grow many 
species and hybrids of warm and intermediate growing orchids, 
particularly when supplemented with artificial lighting. 

In addition, even if you don’t live in an ideal orchid-growing 
location, many people find that they can summer their orchids 
outdoors. If this is the case for you, protecting your orchids from 
sun/heat damage is a top priority.

Another benefit of growing orchids in a greenhouse is that 
it’s fairly simple to set the thermostat to achieve a night time 
5-10°C temperature drop at night. For many outdoor growers, 
this temperature drop occurs naturally. On the other hand, home 
growers need to be aware that this can be a little trickier from 
them and take appropriate measures.

Here are a few tips for in-home orchid growers to achieve a night 
time 5-10°C temperature drop:

• Weather permitting, crack a window.

• Set your thermostat for lower night time temperatures – this 
may even save you money on your heating bill.

• Simplify the variety of orchids you grow. For example, 
concentrate your efforts on growing a few varieties, with 
similar temperature requirements, amazingly well. Some 
orchid growers, even greenhouse growers, take this advice. 
For example, some enthusiasts just grow Cattleyas. 
Because there is so much variety, they may care for many 
species and hybrids within a particular genus.

Adapting Orchids to Dif ferent Temperature 
Ranges
Orchids will adapt to varying temperatures within a certain 
range. Even so, there are limits. If a warm-growing orchid is 
cared for in a cool-growing environment, the orchid will not 
bloom as it should, and the plant will be weak and slowly 
decline. The same is true for a cool-growing orchid growing in a 
warm environment.

All life, including orchids, have enzyme systems and 
metabolisms that function best within particular temperature 
ranges. Orchids depend on cues such as temperature, day 
length, rain, and humidity changes that signal when to flower, 
when to rest and when to grow. The more closely we replicate our 
orchids’ natural environment the better our orchids will flourish.

For more information go to the Orchid Bliss website.

Picking up where we left off a few months ago, let’s learn how to 
pronounce some more orchid names.

Ibidium ee-BID-ee-um

Ida EYE-dah or EE-dah

Inobulbum eye-noe-BUL-bum

Inti IN-tee

Ionopsis eye-oh-NOPP-siss

Inflexa in-FLECKS-ah

Infundibulum in-fun-DIB-yew-lum or 
 in-fund-IE-yew-lum

Iridorchis eye-rid-ORE-kiss

Isabelia ee-zah-BELL-ee-ah

Isochilus eye-soh-KYE-lus

Iwanagaara eye-wan-ahg-a-ARE-a

Ixyophora iks-ee-oh-FORE-ah

Jackfowlieara jack-fow-LEE-are-a or 
 jack-fow-lee-ARE-ah

Jacquiniella jac-in-ee-EL-ah

Jenmania jen-MAN-ee-ah

Jennyella jen-ee-ELL-a

Jesupara jeh-sup-ARE-a

Jongheana jong-ee-AY-nah

Jumellea joo-MEL-ee-ah

Kauskyara kow-skee-ARE-a

Kefersteinia kef-er-STINE-ee-a

Kegeliella keg-el-ee-EL-ah

Kinetochilus ki-net-o-KI-lus

Kingidium king-lD-ee-um

Kingiella king-ee-ELL-a

Klotzschzianum kla-schee-AY-num

Koellensteinia kehl-en-STINE-ee-ah

Kraenzlinella krenz-lin-ELL-ah

Kuhlhasseltii kool-hass-ELT-ee-eye

ORCHID GENER A  
NAMES AND PRONUNCIATION

Borrowed from www.pvorchids.com

http://www.orchidbliss.com/orchidtemperature


Cattlianthe Duckitt Ruby

E Pacific Artist x Pacific GirlE Pacific Artist x Pacific Girl

Unknown (yet) Epidendrum hybrid from Doug Wonka

CAT TLE YA

Collierara ‘Snow Ballet’

Cattlianthe Gold Digger ‘Fuchs Gold’

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Village Chief North ‘Green Genius’

Sergioara Yokosuka Story

Rhyncholaeliocattleya 
Burdekin Storm ‘Midnight’Cattleya Mari’s Song



Den speciosum var. culvicaule ‘Tony No1’ x ‘Ted’

DENDROBIUM

Dendrobium NOID

D Love Memory ‘Fizz’

Dendrobium Hilda Poxon

D Rosy Cheeks ‘Sarsfield’ x 
Mem. John Purvis ‘Pinky’

Dendrobium Berry ‘Odo’

D Seigyoku ‘Queen’

D Chatree ‘Orchidworld’

D Esme Poulton ‘Gordon’

Dendrobium Yukidarma ‘The King’



Paphiopedilum Leeanum
Dendrochilum wenzelii v 
gigantea ‘Orange’

Lycaste bradeorum

Aerangis hyaloides

SPECIESONCIDIUMVANDA

Oncostele Massai Red

Vanda Kulwadee Fragrance x 
Prapathom Gold Brassia Up the Waterspout

Vanda Anne Hayes

Oncidium croesus



Coelogyne Unchained Melody

Mormodia ClaraCymbium Pee Wee ‘Firefly’

OTHER GENER A

Phalaenopsis NOID

Coelogyne flaccida C Jannine Banks ‘Snow White’

Phaiocalanthe SchroderianaPhalaenopsis Tying Shin Kitty

Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Dream Girl



FOLIAGE

Rex begonia

Ctenanthe so

Philodendron Burlington

Maiden Hair Fern

Gasteraloe hybrid

Anthurium

SAVE THE DATE 
for our 

SPRING SHOW

Saturday 13 November 2021

Buderim Uniting Church Hall 
Corner Gloucester Road and King Street Buderim
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