
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hi everyone.

The New Year is now well upon us, and with the borders now 
open it can probably be called ‘The year of living with Covid’.  
I hope none of you are suffering badly from this scourge as we 
start to return to some normality.

We have to be mindful that the hall owners require all users to 
have had both initial Covid vaccinations. Our first meeting went 
well with a great display of beautiful flowers. 

Hopeful participants in the orchid growing competition exceeded 
our expectations and some of the management committee had 
to forego participation. This will hopefully lead to all the newer 
growers becoming more confident.

We now must start preparing for our own first show on Saturday 
19 March. Look to see what plants might be flowering then and 
clean them up a bit. Get rid of dead leaves and old sheaths (this 
is a good idea any time as mealy bugs and other critters hide 
behind them).

Hopefully we’ll have a wonderful show and with help from a large 
number of you, it won’t be too onerous on anyone.

I hope to see you at our next meeting on Tuesday 1 March.

SECRE TARY ’S REPORT
I had a little bit of trepidation prior to our February Cultural 
Meeting as a wave of Covid had arrived in our region and I didn’t 
know how we felt about ‘going out’.  I needn’t have worried as 
we had a very good turnout at the meeting, and a great display 
of gorgeous blooms as usual. It’s wonderful to see the range 
of flowering orchids change month by month through the year. 
Hopefully, as 2022 progresses we’ll continue to get together – 
including virtually – and share our love of growing orchids. 

The Orchid Growing Competition kicked off with high member 
participation. We had to guess the order number on this round. 
We can be more systematic in future rounds. I’m hoping we can 
squeeze another round in before the growing season slows down 
to make sure everyone who wants to join in has done so.

Advertising is starting now for our first show for the year at 
Buderim Uniting Church Hall on Saturday 19 March. Set up will 
be from 6.00 am and doors will be open 8.00 am to 3.00 pm.

If you have plants to sell, please bring them along. Speak to 
anyone on the Committee if you haven’t done this before. We 
normally have two smaller shows in March and on Mother’s 
Day, and our main big show in August each year. The shows are 
a great way to share our hobby with the community, and it also 
keeps our Society financially viable, but mostly it’s a fun and 
participative day. I’ve found that it’s a great opportunity to get to 
know each other better.

DUNCAN McMARTIN 
MOS President

DESIREE WATSON 
MOS Secretary

CULTURAL MEETINGS 
Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Tuesday of the month  
at the Buderim Men’s Shed 34 Advance Road Kuluin 
Plants are to be tabled by 7.00 pm for judging

PATRON ROSANNA NATOLI

PRESIDENT DUNCAN McMARTIN 07 5448 5300
SECRE TARY DESIREE WATSON 0431 435 181
TRE ASURER FAY MERCEICA 07 5479 2051
EDITOR ROGER LODSMAN 0404 175 172 THE NEXT CULTURAL MEETING IS ON TUESDAY 1 MARCH 2022

PO Box 382 Maroochydore QLD 4558
ht tps ://maroochydoreorchidsociet yinc.com

maroochyorchid1@optusnet.com.au

FEBRUARY 2022THE OBSERVER



LIBR ARY
An orchid book library is available for all members to use. 
Please ensure borrowed books are signed out by our Librarian 
Joe Merceria.

IN BE T WEEN FLOWERS
If you have a plant that’s flowering beautifully in between 
shows and meetings, send a photo or two and a description 
under 100 words. Send your in between flowers by email to 
tarundea@bigpond.com or text them to 0404 175 172.

NE WSLE T TER CONTRIBU TIONS
If you have an interesting article to share in the newsletter 
please contact the Editor. See front cover for contact details.

DISCL AIMER
While the Editor endeavours to ensure the reliability of this 
newsletter, neither the Editor nor Maroochydore Orchid Society 
Inc. can assume any responsibility for the information or advice 
given to readers of The Observer.

This project is proudly supported by  
Sunshine Coast Council’s grants program

Layout design by Mika Lodsman Lionel’s Rhyncholaeliocattleya Roy Maidment ‘Gold Tower’

PL ANT OF THE NIGHT

Rhyncholaeliocattleya  
Roy Maidment ‘Gold Tower’
I originally purchased this plant from Aranbeem in 2015 as a 
division. Aranbeem Orchids are a nursery in Deception Bay. 
They’ve built a reputation breeding exhibition cattleyas such as 
this one as well as cluster and spotted novelty cattleyas.

The exhibition cattleyas do take a little more care. They’re larger 
plants so they take a bit more time to grow to flowering size. The 
large flowers take time to develop and attention needs to be 
paid to fungal and bacterial infection, especially Botrytis. 

Like most of my plants, I like to keep them strong by not dividing 
them into too small a piece.

The plant is grown in a bark, charcoal, and perlite mix.

It gets fertilised every week:

• October to December – Diamond Cart 19-8-15  

• January to September – Diamond Special T 8-4-32  

I water more frequently in summer and less in winter.  
The plant is grown under 70% shade.

by Lionel

SUPPER ROSTER

MARCH KATHY H, ROSEMARY S

APRIL VACANCY

MAY JOE H, IAN W

JUNE LYN V, MIKE K

JULY VACANCY

AUGUST LORAINE H, JOHN S

SEPTEMBER VACANCY

OCTOBER VACANCY

NOVEMBER VACANCY

DECEMBER EVERYONE TO BRING A PLATE

https://mikalodsman.com


Randomising allocations is a complicated business

GROWING COMPE TIT ION – ROUND 1

All our ducks in a row

Our membership were keen to have an orchid growing 
competition, where we all start with the same size plant, hybrid, 
or species, with awards for culture and flowering. This will be a 
fun learning experience and we encourage everyone to share 
information about their plant as we travel along this orchid 
growing journey together. We aren’t daunted that this is a long 
term gig: it will hopefully be an opportunity for hands on learning 
about different genera over the years.

After some solid preparations over the Christmas break, the 
inaugural MOS orchid growing competition kicked off this 
month. Round 1, 2022 is a test case to see how interested 
our members are in participating in growing comps, get some 
constructive feedback, and improve the process. The batch of 
‘Dendrobium Sunset Gold, M B Wood 2018’ arrived in beautiful 
condition, and we were so impressed with their size!

It was a beautiful day in Desiree’s garden, where we spun the 
randomiser phone app to allocate plants to the members, all 
under the watchful eye of our line monitors. It was quite the 
production line and kind of exciting to be at the launch of round 
1 2022.

Because this is a long term event and plants flower when they 
feel like it (often outside monthly meetings), we’ll need to 
remember to capture photographs of our plants when they 
flower. We’re really looking forward to hearing from members 
about this collegial orchid journey.

The inaugural round arrived safely



ORCHID GENER A NAMES  
AND PRONUNCIATION

Nanodes nan-OH-deez

Narcissus NAR-siss-us

Nasua NAY-soo-a

Nasuella nay-soo-ELL-la

Nectarinia nek-tar-IN-ee-ah

Nemaconia nee-ma-KONE-ee-ah

Neobathiea nee-oh-BATH-ee-ah

Neobatopus nee-oh-bat-OH-pus

Neocogniauxia nee-oh-kohn-YO-ee-a

Neofinetia neo-fin-AY-ah but often heard as  
 neo-fin-ET-ee-ah or nee-oh-FIN-ay-ah 
 or nee-oh-FIN-ett-ee-ah

Neokoehleria nee-oh-kehl-AIR-ee-ah

Neolehmannia nee-oh-lay-MAN-ee-a

Neooreophilus NEE-oh-ore-ee-oh-FILL-us

Neotinea nee-oh-TIN-ee-ah

Neottia nee-OTT-ee-ah

Nephelaphyllum neff-el-ah-FILL-lum

Noctua NOK-too-ah

Nothodoritis no-tho-dor-EYE-tiss

Notylia no-TIL-ee-ah

Nymphaea nim-FAY-ah

Borrowed from www.pvorchids.com

Let’s pick up where we left off late last year and learn how to 
pronounce some more orchid names

MAROOCHYDORE ORCHID SOCIETY 
PRESENTS

CLOSED ORCHID SHOW
8.00 am to 3.00 pm on Saturday 19 March

 
Buderim Uniting Church Hall 

corner King Street and Gloucester Road 
(ample parking, wheelchair acessible venue) 

Featuring a broad range of orchids on show

Lots of orchids and foliage plants for sale

Repotting demonstration

 
$4 entry fee, $1 raffle tickets 

Light refreshments available (tea, coffee, cakes)

CASH ONLY

For further information or enquiries please contact  
Desiree on 0431 435 181 or Duncan on 07 5448 5300

IN BE T WEEN FLOWERS
The Cooktown orchid, Dendrobium bigibbum, is relatively easy 
to grow as a mounted subject on the Sunshine Coast. I’ve had 
this one up on a mount for almost one year now. The rainfall 
cycle on the Coast sits within the pattern that this species is 
accustomed to in nature. The dry rest in winter is when most new 
growers go wrong with this orchid. Mounting it mediates against 
these mistakes.

by Roger Lodsman

If you have a plant that’s flowering beautifully in between 
shows and meetings, send a photo or two and a description 
under 100 words. Send your in between flowers by email to 
tarundea@bigpond.com or text them to 0404 175 172.

Our state emblem living its best life in the shade of a Pandanus



Dendrobium aloifolium flowers on stems that appear dead

Dendrobium keithii flower stems grow out not upD. lobatum will flower on both the living and dead looking stems

STR ANGE FLOWERING HABITS

I recently acquired a Dendrobium aloifolium. It was well grown, neat 
and tidy, but there was a problem with it.

D. aloifolium is one of the sword tooth Dens, which have short thick 
fleshy leaves in flat rows along each side of the stem. They don’t have 
a pseudobulb as such. After a while the stems keep growing without 
leaves on them, and eventually turn grey and look dead.

We’re always being told to keep our plants neat and tidy and 
remove dead stems and old sheaths. With D. aloifolium, these 
stems are not initially dead but just look that way. The plant will 
only flower on these dead looking stems.

I’ve had a senior judge at a show come and ask me how that little 
Den was flowering on a dead stem!

My theory is they look dead so bugs won’t be attracted to them.

On the plant I had bought, all the dead looking stems had been 
cut off to make it look neat. There was just enough stem left to get 
a single flower. This stem should have been 70 mm long. The new 
growths will grow new stems and when they finally flower I’ll be really 
happy.

D. aloifolium is not the only orchid of this type to flower on dead 
looking stems. D. lobatum will still have leaves on the end of 
the dead looking stems and will flower on the leafy part as 
well as the dead looking part. As they look dead towards the base 
there’s a feeling that they’re dying and need to be cut off. Don’t do 
this while they have healthy leaves on the ends!

Others of this type, such as D. keithii, will flower only on lush 
green leafy stems, often underneath, and the stems grow out not 
up. The flowers on the underside can go unnoticed, so it’s important 
to check these plants regularly for flushes of hidden flowers.

by Duncan

Editor’s note: while the small flowers of these species can seem 
unremarkable to the naken eye, they can exhibit increadible detail 
under a magnifying glass.



JUDGING RESULTS – FEBRUARY 2022 MEE TING

CAT TLE YA MEMBER POPULAR VOTE

1 Rhyncholaeliocattleya Roy Maidment ‘Gold Tower’ Lionel Rhyncholaeliocattleya Roy Maidment Lionel

2 Rhyncholaeliocattleya Ubon Princess ‘Princess’ John S

3 Epicatanthe Volcano Trick ‘Orange Fire’ Loraine H

DENDROBIUM
1 Dendrobium Cherub ‘Kay’ John S Dendrobium Taurus x canaliculatum John S

2 Dendrobium Taurus x canaliculatum John S

3 Dendrobium Foundry Salad Bowl John S

VANDA
1 Vanda Marissa’s Little Doll ‘Baby Pink’ Loraine H Perreiraara Bangkok Sunset John S

2 Rhynchovanda Wössner Mariechen Loraine H

3 Perreiraara Bangkok Sunset John S

ONCIDIUM
1 Gomesa Alosuka Loraine H Miltonia Goodale Moir ‘Golden Wonder’ Lionel

2 Miltonia Goodale Moir ‘Golden Wonder’ Lionel

3 Aliceara Sunday Best ‘Muffin’ Nev D

ANY OTHER GENERA
1 Clowesetum Jumbo Apollo John S Clowesetum Jumbo Apollo John S

2 Bulbophyllum Jan Ragan Duncan

3 Bulbophyllum Krairit Vejvarut Duncan

SPECIES
1 Rhynchostylis retusa Loraine H Rhynchostylis retusa Loraine H

2 Dendrobium bullenianum John S

3 Paphiopedilum godefroyae John S

NOVICE
1 Rhyncholaeliocattleya Naomi’s Delight Desiree Brassia gireoudiana Mitzi

2 Brassia gireoudiana Mitzi

3 Cattleytonia Topaz Raspberry ‘Lea’ Ron S

FOLIAGE
1 Alocasia Mitzi Caladium Desiree

2 Caladium Loraine H

3 Begonia Mitzi

NAME CHANGES ARE IN ORANGE (please update your tags)



The Cattleyas looking great as usual

THE BENCHES

The Den. monophyllum benched in the species section is a local

A lovely tray of Slipper Orchids

Working together to make the magic happen

Loraine and John walking us through the judging Kathy added Rosemary to her growing collection of V. testacea admirers



DENDROBIUMCAT TLE YA

Another of Lionel’s Cattleyas

Etc. Volcano Trick ‘Orange Fire’

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Ubon Princess ‘Princess’

Den. Taurus x canaliculatum

Dendrobium Isabel Sander

Dendrobium Cherub ‘Kay’

Dendrobium Foundry Salad Bowl

Dendrobium Chai Lin



Miltonia Goodale Moir ‘Golden Wonder’

ONCIDIUM

Vanda Marissa’s Little Doll ‘Baby Pink’

VANDA

Rhv. Wössner Mariechen Aliceara Sunday Best ‘Muffin’Perreiraara Bangkok Sunset

Gomesa Alosuka



Clowesetum Jumbo Apollo

OTHER GENER A

Rhynchostylis retusa

SPECIES

Bulbophyllum Krairit Vejvarut

Bulbophyllum Jan Ragan

Paphiopedilum godefroyae

Dendrobium bullenianum



Begonia

FOLIAGE

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Naomi’s Delight

NOVICE

CaladiumCtt. Topaz Raspberry ‘Lea’

Brassia gireoudiana

Alocasia



CALENDAR OF E VENTS

MARCH 2022
Maroochydore Orchid Society Closed Show 
Sat 19 March 
Buderim Uniting Church Hall, corner King St and Gloucester Rd 
(see page 4 for further info)

Caboulture Orchid Society Plant Spectacular 
Sat 26 March 
Morayfield Community Hall, 298 Morayfield Road

APRIL 2022
Childers and Isis District Orchid Society Charity Show 
Fri 1 and Sat 2 April with set up on Thu 31 March

Sunshine Coast Orchid Society Benched Show 
Fri 8 and Sat 9 April with set up on Thu 7 April 
Caloundra Uniting Church Hall, corner Ulm and Queen Streets 
(see top right for further info)

ANOS/North Moreton QOC Combined Orchid Spectacular 
Sat 9 and Sun 10 April with set up on Fri 8 April 
Genesis Christian College, 2 Youngs Crossing Road Bray Park 
(see bottom right for further info)

Rockhampton Orchid Society Show 
Sat 9 and Sun 10 April with set up and judging on Fri 8 April

Bribie Island Orchid Society Show 
Fri 15 and Sat 16 April with set up on Thu 14 April

Gladstone Orchid and Foliage Show 
Fri 15 to Sun 17 April with set up from 5.00 pm on Thu 14 April 
and judging from 7.00 am on Fri 15 April 
Toyota Hansen Road, Gladstone

Caboulture Orchid Society Closed Show 
Thu 28 to Sat 30 April 
Morayfield Shopping Centre, 171 Morayfield Road

Gympie and District Orchid Society Show 
Sat 30 April to Sun 1 May 
Albert Bowls Club, Bruce Highway/River Road, Gympie

MAY 2022
Bundaberg Orchid Society Show 
Fri 6 to Sun 8 May with set up on Thu 5 May

Maroochydore Closed Show 
Sat 7 May 
Bli Bli Uniting Church Hall, 8/10 Lefoes Road

JULY 2022
STOCQ AGM/OQI 
POSTPONED until Sat 16 July (venue in Childers TBC)

Caboulture Orchid Society Show 
Fri 22 and Sat 23 July with set up on Thu 21 July 
Morayfield Community Hall, 298 Morayfield Road

SUNSHINE COAST ORCHID SOCIETY CALOUNDRA 
PRESENTS

ORCHIDS IN APRIL 2022
9.00 am to 4.00 pm on Friday 8 April 

9.00 am to 2.00 pm on Saturday 9 April 

Award ceremony from 2.30 pm on Saturday 9 April 

 
Caloundra Uniting Church Hall 
corner Queen and Ulm Streets 

(ample parking, wheelchair acessible venue)

 
Featuring orchids on show from growers representing  

eight orchid societies from Gympie to Bribie Island

Talks on orchid culture

Flowering orchids raffled each day

Sales of orchids, bromeliads, anthuriums, ferns, and other 
foliage, pots, orchid growing equipment, etc

 
Entrance fees are $3 for adults, children enter free 

Morning and afternoon tea and lunch available

For further information or enquiries 
please contact Mary on 07 5437 3199

ANOS QLD KABI GROUP & NORTH MORETON QOC 
PRESENT

COMBINED ORCHID SPECTACULAR
TWO SHOWS – ONE VENUE – ONE ADMISSION

8.30 am to 3.30 pm on Saturday 9 April 
8.30 am to 2.00 pm on Sunday 10 April

 
Covered courts 

Genesis Christian College 
12-16 Youngs Crossing Road Bray Park Q 

(ample parking, wheelchair acessible venue) 

Huge display of Australasian orchids including  
SE Queensland’s largest Dendrobium bigibbum display

All your orchid favourites from across the globe

Vendors and plant sales

 
$4 entry fee, kids under 12 free 
Food and beverages available


