
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hi Everyone

This Editor is a real task master, wanting a report this early in 
the month, and another after the show. He’s probably even more 
of a taskmaster on himself. I wonder if he’s a bit of a workaholic 
or if it is just youthful exuberance. Whatever it is, he’s to be 
applauded for his work and dedication, and I hope he never tires 
of it.

Speaking of our show, I hope most of you can come and will 
bring your flowering plants for our display as well as your 
spares for the sale tables.

The more people help on the day, the easier it is for everyone. 
We need people for the sale tables and the cash points and to 
put plants into bags. We need people to help Del in the kitchen 
and others to take the entry money. We also need people to 
wander around the display area to talk to the public and answer 
their questions. If you can’t answer their questions, perhaps you 
can point them in the direction of someone who can.

With enough people, it’s easy to take regular breaks to sit and 
chat while someone else wanders about. The displays at our 
last two meetings have been very good and I hope we can do 
even better for our show. 

I hope this finds you in good health and raring to go.

SECRE TARY ’S REPORT
We’re looking forward to our first orchid show for 2022 on 
Saturday 19 of March at Buderim Uniting Church Hall. Thank 
you to everyone who’s been organising, advertising, and getting 
signs up around the neighbourhood. Set up on the day is 
between 6.00 and 8.00 am.

I’m really looking forward to seeing all the flowering orchids that 
members bring along for our display. Members can also help by 
bringing along potted plants for the foliage display. The café 
crew also appreciates any home baked goods to offer as light 
refreshments.

At the time of publishing this newsletter, plants for round 2 
of our orchid growing competition have arrived. Roger says 
they’re absolutely ready to be potted up, bursting out of their 
50 mm pots. This cute Cocktail Cattleya cross is going to be fun 
(I love the colour orange). It’ll be so interesting to see if we get 
diversity from this hybrid, maybe different coloured flowers on 
our plants. The initial plant allocation will be held at our next 
bush house visit (9.45 am on Saturday 2 April). Thank you Nev 
and Mo for hosting us, and to Christine and Jack for organising 
the yearly program.

A quick shout out to Mika, Roger’s other half (possibly three 
quarters). Thank you for your help designing our new show signs. 
Mika’s used her graphic design skills to create new signs to help 
promote our shows in the community.

DUNCAN McMARTIN 
MOS President

DESIREE WATSON 
MOS Secretary

CULTURAL MEETINGS 
Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Tuesday of the month  
at the Buderim Men’s Shed 34 Advance Road Kuluin 
Plants are to be tabled by 7.00 pm for judging
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This project is proudly supported by  
Sunshine Coast Council’s grants program

Layout design by Mika Lodsman Phalaenopsis gigantea

SUPPER ROSTER PL ANT OF THE NIGHT

LIBR ARY
An orchid book library is available for all members to use. 
Please ensure borrowed books are signed out by our Librarian 
Joe Merceria.

IN BE T WEEN FLOWERS
If you have a plant that’s flowering beautifully in between 
shows and meetings, send a photo or two and a description 
under 100 words. Send your in between flowers by email to 
tarundea@bigpond.com or text them to 0404 175 172.

OTHER NE WSLE T TER CONTRIBU TIONS
If you have an interesting article to share in the newsletter 
please contact the Editor. See front cover for contact details.

DISCL AIMER
While the Editor endeavours to ensure the reliability of this 
newsletter, neither the Editor nor Maroochydore Orchid Society 
Inc. can assume any responsibility for the information or advice 
given to readers of The Observer.

APRIL DEL, PETER H

MAY JOE H, IAN W

JUNE LYN V, MIKE K, TEDDY

JULY MO, NEV, OLGA

AUGUST LORAINE H, JOHN S

SEPTEMBER VACANCY

OCTOBER VACANCY

NOVEMBER VACANCY

DECEMBER EVERYONE TO BRING A PLATE

Phalaenopsis gigantea
This plant was purchased as a seedling in December 2006 from 
Robertson’s Nursery, and this is the first time it’s flowered – six 
years to flower! I’ve been growing orchids for decades but I’m 
still learning and still experimenting with what media to use for 
my Phalaenopsis orchids. I’ve been trying fine bark with a little 
bit of perlite, but the roots still want to grow out of the pot.

I’ve been moving away from inorganic fertilisers, preferring 
organic nutrients instead. I soak some dynamic lifter overnight 
and use this weak tea as fertiliser. I also sometimes use just 
a few pellets of dynamic lifter in the top of the pot, and will 
sometimes still use Plantacote (slow release fertiliser prills).

With all this rain, I recently applied calcium nitrate to my 
collection as the foliage on the orchids was all soft.

Editor’s note: Calcium nitrate is the only water soluble source of calcium 
available for plants. It helps with cell formation and neutralises acids to detox 
the plant. The nitrogen component fuels protein production, essential for leafy 
growth.

by Rod A

Editor’s note: Phalaenopsis gigantea is a plant from the lowland tropics of 
Borneo, where it can attain a leaf length of 50-90 cm. It loves the heat, humidity, 
minimal temperature variation, and constant air movement of its swampy home 
(on a tree trunk next to a creek). Rod’s done amazingly well to reproduce these 
conditions and bring this orchid to bloom in the sub tropical conditions of the 
Sunshine Coast.

https://mikalodsman.com


REPOT TING DENDROBIUM SUNSET GOLD

We had a quick potting demo for Dendrobium Sunset Gold, the 
Round 1 candidate for the MOS Growing Completion. The plants 
had been growing into their pots and the mix had started to 
degrade so repotting was necessary.

Given that the plant has a very short growing window prior to 
winter dormancy, the 80 mm pot was upgraded to 100 mm so 
the roots would be quick to fill the pot and reach the oxygen rich 
edges. Root penetration throughout the mix enhances the wet/
dry cycle and the free draining of water through the pot, bringing 
fresh air to the root zone, which orchids love.

Potting a plant on is a no fuss process when the plant is showing 
active root growth and new or emerging growths.

• The plant was pulled out of the pot and any loose or 
degrading mix was tapped free of the root ball.

• The entire plant, roots and all, was sprayed with a 2% 
Alginox (150ml/L Benzalkonium chloride) / 1% Alginox 
solution.

• The plant was then potted on using a bark mix (1 part rock : 
1 part charcoal : 4 parts bark) in a squat pot. Given the wet 
summer and autumn here, the mix is quite coarse.

This style of Dendrobium hybrid can be a little tricky to care for 
on the Sunshine Coast. They can be susceptible to bacterial and 
fungal infect on all leaves. Period fungal treatment and good 
airflow is important to retain leaves on all canes.

The rather coarse mix Roger used to repot his Den. Sunset Gold

Oberonia oh-ber-OH-nee-ah

Obtusiloba ob-too-see-LOBE-a

Octadesmia ok-toh-DEZ-mee-a

Octomeria ok-toh-MER-ee-ah

Odontioda oh-don-tee-OH-da

Odontochilus oh-don-toh-KAY-luss

Odontocidium oh-don-toh-SID-ee-um

Odontoglossum oh-don-toe-GLOSS-um

Odontonia oh-don-TON-ee-a

Oeceoclades ee-see-oh-KLAY-deez

Oeonia ee-OH-nee-ah

Oeoniella oy-oh-nee-ELL-ah

Oeorchis oy-ORE-kiss

Oerstedella er-ste-DEL-lah

Oestlundia est-LUND-ee-ah

Oliveriana ol-ih-ver-ee-AY-nah

Oncidesa on-SID-ee-sah or on-SID-ee-zah

Oncidiinae on-sid-EE-ih-nee  
 or on-SID-ee-ih-nay

Oncidium on-SlD-ee-um

Oncidopsis on-sid-OP-sis

Oncostele on-ko-STEE-lee

Oncostelopsis on-koh-stell-OP-sis

Ophrys OFF-riss or OH-friss

Orchidacites ore-kih-dak-EYE-teez

Orchioides ore-kee-OH-ee-deez

Orchis ORE-kiss

Ornithidium or-nith-ID-ee-um

Ornithocephalus ore-nith-oh-SEFF-ah-luss

Ornithochilus or-nith-oh-KYE-lus

Ornithophora ore-nith-oh-FORE-ah

Orsidice ore-SID-ih-see

Osmoglossum oz-moh-GLOSS-um

Osmophytum oz-moh-FYE-tum

Otostylis oh-toh-STYE-liss

Oxyglossum ox-ee-GLOSS-um

ORCHID GENER A PRONUNCIATION

Borrowed from www.pvorchids.com

Roger walking us through how to repot our growing comp orchids



Guarianthe skinneri

CHANGES IN ORCHID NOMENCL AT URE – CAT TLE YA ALLIANCE

The Royal Horticultural Society at Kew is the international 
registration body for new orchid hybrids and cultivars. Based on 
new developments in DNA analysis and advances in botany, the 
RHS had adopted changes to orchid nomenclature that affect 
the names we call our orchids. Taxonomists have either lumped 
some species together into an existing genus or split species 
apart into separate, sometimes new genera.

The reclassifications of the various genera align the orchid 
groups more geographically: Lelias are found from Mexico 
through central America and into Northern South America; 
Cattleyas are primarily a Brazilian genus with some unifoliate 
species extending into the northern Andes and Central America. 
The Guarianthe are found in Central America. The main 
consequence of these changes in nomenclature for us hobby 
growers is the renaming of so many of the hybrids we grow in the 
Cattleya alliance.

Central American Cattleyas split into Guarianthes

Based partly on DNA analysis, the Central American bifoliate 
species were split from the Cattleya genus in 2003 and a new 
genus Guarianthe (Gur.) was created to house them. Dressler 
and Higgins proposed the new generic name based on Guaria, a 
Costa Rican word for orchid, and the Greek term for flower, anthe.

Cattleyas moved into the Guarianthe genus include Gur. aurantiaca, 
Gur. bowringiana, Gur. deckeri, Gur. patinii, and Gur. skinneri.

Guarianthe deckeri

Guarianthe aurantiaca

Guarianthe patinii

Common intergeneric names for Guarianthe hybrids

New intergeneric names were created to describe the Guarianthes 
hybrids:

Hybridised with Old name New name
Brassavola (B) Brassocattleya (Bc) Brassanthe (Bsn)

Brassocattleya (B x C = Bc) Brassocattleya (Bc) Brassocatanthe (Bct)

Broughtonia (Bro) Cattleytonia (Cnta) Guaritonia (Grt)

Cattleya (C) Cattleya (C) Cattlianthe (Ctt)

Cattleychea (C x Psh = Ctyh) Epicattleya (Epc) Proguarleya (Pgy)

Cattleytonia (Bro x C = Ctna) Cattleytonia (Ctna)  Guaricattonia (Gct)

Catyclia (C × E = Cty) Epicattleya (Epc) Enanthleya (Eny)

Caulocattleya (C × Cau = Clty) Caulocattleya (Clty) Guarthroleva (gtv)

Encyclia (E) Epicattleya (Epc) Guaricyclia (Gcy)

Epicattleya (C × Epi = Epc) Epicattleya (Epc) Epicatanthe (Ett)

Epidendrum (Epi) Epicattleya (Epc) Guaridendrum (God)

Laelia (L) Laeliocattleya (Lc)  Laelianthe (Lnt)

Laeliocattleya (C x L = Lc) Laeliocattleya (Lc) Laeliocatanthe (Len)

Meloara (C × Cau x L = Mel) Laeliocatarthron (Lcr) Jackfowlieara (Jkf)

Myrmecattleya (C × Mcp = Myc) Schombocattleya (Smbc) Guaricatophila (Gcp)

Prosthechea (Psh) Epicattleya (Epc) Guarechea (Grc)

Rhyncatclia (C x E = Rcc) Epicattleya (Epc) Bullara (Bul)

Rhyncatlaelia (C xL × RI = Ryc) Brassolaeliocattleya (Blc) Rechingerara (Rchg)

Rhynchobrassoleya (Bx C × RI = Rby) Brassocattleya (Bc) Cahuzacara (Chz)

Rhyncholaeliocattleya (C x RI = Rl) Brassocattleya (Bc) Rhyncanthe (Ryn)

Rhyntonleya (Bro x C x RI = Rlc) Brassocattleya (Bc) Volkertara (Vkt)

Rhyntonleya (Bro x C x Rl = Rly) Stellamizutaara (Stlma) Rhyncattleanthe (Rth)

 

Some Brassavolas were split into Rhyncholaelias

Two species, Brassavola digbyana and B. glauca were split from 
their genus and placed in the new genus Rhyncholaelia.

Rhyncholaelia digbyana Rhyncholaelia glauca



Though this change was made in 1918, many growers still refer 
to them as Brassavolas. The fimbriated lip of the digbyana 
is very popular with hybridizers and has been incorporated 
into many hybrids such that the B in the majority of the old 
Brassocattleyas and Brassolaeliocattleyas is from B. digbyana.

Common intergeneric names for Rhyncholaelia hybrids

New intergeneric names were created to describe the hybrids 
with Rhyncholaelias:

Hybridised with Old name New name
Brassavola (B) Brassavola (B) Brassavola (B)

Brassocatanthe (B x C × Gur = Bct) Brassavola (B) Cahuzacara (Chz)

Brassocattleya (B x C = Bc) Brassocattleya (Bl) Rhynchobrassoleya 
  (Rby)

Catcylaelia (C × Ex L = Ctyl) Yahiroara (Yhra) Appletonara (Aea)

Cattleya (C) Brassocattleya (Bl) Rhyncholaeliocattleya 
  (Rlc)

Cattleychea (C × Psh = Ctyh) Vaughnara (Vnra) Prosrhyncholeya (Pry)

Cattleytonia (Bro × C = Ctna) Stellamizutaara (Stima) Rhyntonleya (Rly)

Cattlianthe (C x Gur = Ctt) Brassocattleya (Bl) Rhyncattleanthe (Rth)

Catyclia (C x E = Cty) Vaughnara (Vnra) Rhyncatclia (Rcc)

Caulocattleya (C x Cau = Ctty) Hookerara (Hook) Rhynarthrolyea (Rry)

Enanthleya (C x E x Gur = Eny) Vaughnara (Vnra) Bullara (Bul)

Epicattiya (C x Epi = Epc) Vaughnara (Vnra) Rhycatdendrum (Rnd)

Epidendrum (Epi) Brassoepidendrum (Bepi) Rhynchodendrum 
  (Rod)

Guarianthe (Gur) Brassocattleya (Bl) Rhyncanthe (Rhy)

Guaricattonia (Bro × C × Gur = Gct) Stellamizutaara (Stima) Volkertara (Vkt)

Laelia (L) Brassolaelia (Bl) Laelirhynchos (Lrn)

Laeliocatanthe (C x Gur × L = Lcn) Brassolaeliocattleya (Blc) Rechingerara (Rchg)

Laeliocatarthron (C × Cau x L = Lcr) Collierara (Col) Meloara (Mel)

Laeliocattleya (C x L = Lc) Brassolaeliocattleya (Blc) Rhyncatlaelia (Ryc)

Ledienara (C × Cau x Gur x L = Led) Jacktowlieara (Jkf) Collierara (Col)

Myrmecocattleya (C x Mcp = Myc) Recchara (Recc) Rhynchomyremeleya 
  (Rmy)

MAROOCHYDORE ORCHID SOCIETY 
PRESENTS

CLOSED ORCHID SHOW
8.00 am to 3.00 pm on Saturday 19 March

 
Buderim Uniting Church Hall 

corner King Street and Gloucester Road

(ample parking, wheelchair acessible venue) 

Featuring a broad range of  
orchids and foliage plants on show

Many orchids and foliage plants for sale

Repotting demonstration

 
$4 entry fee, $1 raffle tickets

Light refreshments available 
(tea, coffee, cakes)

CASH ONLY

For further information or enquiries please contact  
Desiree on 0431 435 181 or Duncan on 07 5448 5300

To be continued in the April edition...

When we explore the  hybrid influence of the Guaranthes and 
Rhyncolaelias in a photo essay format. We’ll also discuss the 
Cattleyoid Laelias that became Cattleyas.

Article by Sue Bottom of the St Augustine Orchid Society.

Special thanks to Kathy for presenting this information at our 
March cultural meeting.

mailto:sbottom15%40bellsouth.net?subject=Regarding%20your%20article%20on%20
http://wwww.staugorchidsociety.org


NOTES ON UNREGISTERED ORCHID H YBRIDS ( bolded entr ies)

CAT TLE YA
1 Rlc. Dal’s Monarch ‘Southern Cross’ Lionel

2 Rhyncattleanthe Southern Aurora ‘Janice Maree’ Lionel

3 Rhyncholaeliocattleya Rosella Tokyo Greg D

POPULAR VOTE

Rlc. Dal’s Monarch ‘Southern Cross’ Lionel

DENDROBIUM
1 Dendrobium Captain Junior Lionel

2 Dendrobium Yaya1 Loraine H

3 Dendrobium Chai Lin John S

POPULAR VOTE

Dendrobium Yaya1 Loraine H

VANDA
1 Vanda Somsri Gold ‘KBR’ Lionel

2 Vanda Marissa’s Little Doll ‘Baby Pink’ Loraine H

3 Vanda Saint Valentine John S

POPULAR VOTE

Vanda Somsri Gold Lionel

ONCIDIUM
1 Miltonia Guanabara Loraine H

2 Oncidesa Sarcatum Nev D

3 Peaseara Chian-Tzy Lovely Loraine H

POPULAR VOTE

TIE:

Miltonia Guanabara Loraine H

Oncidesa Sarcatum Nev D

AN Y OTHER GENER A
1 Paphiopedilum Snow Squall John S

2 Paphiopedilum Wellesleyanum x concolor John S

3 Bulbophyllum JM Guilloty Duncan

POPULAR VOTE

Cycnoches Cryminy Lionel

SPECIES
1 Phalaenopsis gigantea Rod A

2 Vanda lamellata John S

3 Dendrochilum magnum2 John S

POPULAR VOTE

Phalaenopsis gigantea Rod A

NOVICE
1 Dendrochilum latifolium var. macranthum Desiree

2 Zygoneria Adelaide Meadows Desiree

3 Dendrobium Little Green Apples Desiree

POPULAR VOTE

Zygoneria Adelaide Meadows Desiree

FOLIAGE
1 Begonia Desiree

2 Aglonema Loraine H

3 Caladium Loraine H

POPULAR VOTE

Begonia Desiree

1. John mentioned that when D. Yaya was released in SE Asia, 
the markets picked it up immediately and the provenance of 
the cross was soon lost

2. Dendrochilum magnum is listed on OrchidWiz both as a 
species and a hybrid. Ddc. Magnum (hybrid) parentage is 
listed as unknown x unknown

JUDGING RESULTS – MARCH 2022 MEE TING



The Species section always shines

John runs us through the results while Roger captures the moment for The Observer

THE BENCHES



Rhyncholaeliocattleya Dal’s Monarch ‘Southern Cross’

CAT TLE YA

C. Gerard Nappert x C. Deception Drop

Rlc. Rosella TokyoRth. Southern Aurora ‘Janice Maree’

Brassocattleya Binosa

Rlc. Nakornchaisri Delight

Rlc. Chief Journey ‘First Choice’

A Richard Mueller hybridRth. Burana Beauty ‘Burana’

Beautiful lip on this Cattleya



Miltonia Guanabara

VANDA & ONCIDIUM

Vanda Somsri Gold ‘KBR’

DENDROBIUM

Dendrobium Chai LinDendrobium Yaya

Dendrobium Captain Junior

Peaseara Chian-Tzy LovelyOncidesa SarcatumDendrobium Woo Leng

Dendrobium Little Green Apples

Vanda Saint ValentineV. Marissa’s Little Doll ‘Baby Pink’



Vanda lamellata

SPECIES

Dendrobium bigibbum v compactum

Ddc. latifolium var. macranthumDendrochilum magnum A gruesome Bulbophyllum

Trichoglottis atropurpureaPaphiopedilum concolor

Paphiopedilum godefroyae



Bulbophyllum JM GuillotyZygoneria Adelaide Meadows

FOLIAGE

Paphiopedilum Snow Squall and Paphiopedilum Schaetzchen

OTHER GENER A

Cycnoches CryminyPaph. Wellesleyanum x concolor

CaladiumAglonema

Begonia



CALENDAR OF E VENTS

SUNSHINE COAST ORCHID SOCIETY CALOUNDRA 
PRESENTS

ORCHIDS IN APRIL 2022
9.00 am to 4.00 pm on Friday 8 April 

9.00 am to 2.00 pm on Saturday 9 April 

Award ceremony from 2.30 pm on Saturday 9 April 

 
Caloundra Uniting Church Hall 
corner Queen and Ulm Streets 

(ample parking, wheelchair acessible venue)

 
Featuring orchids on show from growers representing  

eight orchid societies from Gympie to Bribie Island

Talks on orchid culture

Flowering orchids raffled each day

Sales of orchids, bromeliads, anthuriums, ferns, and other 
foliage, pots, orchid growing equipment, etc

 
Entrance fees are $3 for adults, children enter free 

Morning and afternoon tea and lunch available

For further information or enquiries 
please contact Mary on 07 5437 3199

ANOS QLD KABI GROUP &  NORTH MORETON QOC 
PRESENT

COMBINED ORCHID SPECTACULAR
TWO SHOWS – ONE VENUE – ONE ADMISSION

8.30 am to 3.30 pm on Saturday 9 April 
8.30 am to 2.00 pm on Sunday 10 April

 
Covered courts 

Genesis Christian College 
12-16 Youngs Crossing Road Bray Park Q 

(ample parking, wheelchair acessible venue) 

Huge display of Australasian orchids including  
SE Queensland’s largest Dendrobium bigibbum display

All your orchid favourites from across the globe

Vendors and plant sales

 
$4 entry fee, kids under 12 free 
Food and beverages available

MARCH 2022
Maroochydore Orchid Society Closed Show 
Sat 19 March 
Buderim Uniting Church Hall, corner King St and Gloucester Rd 
(see page 4 for further info)

Caboulture Orchid Society Plant Spectacular 
Sat 26 March 
Morayfield Community Hall, 298 Morayfield Road

APRIL 2022
Childers and Isis District Orchid Society Charity Show 
Fri 1 and Sat 2 April with set up on Thu 31 March

Sunshine Coast Orchid Society Benched Show 
Fri 8 and Sat 9 April with set up on Thu 7 April 
Caloundra Uniting Church Hall, corner Ulm and Queen Streets 
(see top right for further info)

ANOS/North Moreton QOC Combined Orchid Spectacular 
Sat 9 and Sun 10 April with set up on Fri 8 April 
Genesis Christian College, 2 Youngs Crossing Road Bray Park 
(see bottom right for further info)

Rockhampton Orchid Society Show 
Sat 9 and Sun 10 April with set up and judging on Fri 8 April

Bribie Island Orchid Society Show 
Fri 15 and Sat 16 April with set up on Thu 14 April

Gladstone Orchid and Foliage Show 
Fri 15 to Sun 17 April with set up from 5.00 pm on Thu 14 April 
and judging from 7.00 am on Fri 15 April 
Toyota Hansen Road, Gladstone

Caboulture Orchid Society Closed Show 
Thu 28 to Sat 30 April 
Morayfield Shopping Centre, 171 Morayfield Road

Gympie and District Orchid Society Show 
Sat 30 April to Sun 1 May 
Albert Bowls Club, Bruce Highway/River Road, Gympie

MAY 2022
Bundaberg Orchid Society Show 
Fri 6 to Sun 8 May with set up on Thu 5 May

Maroochydore Closed Show 
Sat 7 May 
Bli Bli Uniting Church Hall, 8/10 Lefoes Road

JULY 2022
STOCQ AGM/OQI 
POSTPONED until Sat 16 July (venue in Childers TBC)

Caboulture Orchid Society Show 
Fri 22 and Sat 23 July with set up on Thu 21 July 
Morayfield Community Hall, 298 Morayfield Road


