
Our Mother’s Day show this year on Saturday 7 May 2022 at Bli 
Bli Uniting Church was a resounding success. This is an intimate 
community venue compared to some other locations so, when 
it was filled with the display plants and the sales area was 
stocked, it was bursting with eye candy for the community as 
they walked in the door.

What a great display of orchids, especially given the many 
days of wet weather we’ve had. Growing has been a little 
unpredictable.

There was good planning and teamwork in the lead up to the 
day, with signs going out and ads in the community forums. Del, 
our Providore, prepared the café fare well ahead and as always, 
was the well organised lynchpin of the catering effort on the day. 
The café tables outdoors were a cute area for visitors to sit and 
have a cuppa and something sweet or savory, all homemade and 
delicious. Loraine’s flowers were gorgeous table decorations. 

Setting up went smoothly. It was a flurry of heavy lifting at first, 
then setting up on the tables (we might position the tills a little 
differently next time, but they still worked well). Thank you to 
everyone who helped set up, operate the sales tables, helped in 
the kitchen, brought homemade yummies, greeted the public at 
the entry desk, talked to the public about orchids, the treasurer 
for conducting financial reconciliation, and the many hands 
to pack up. A special thanks for everyone’s happy disposition 

because that’s what makes it a fun day for us and the visitors to 
our shows.

Darryl gave a great potting demonstration and talk outside. 
There were great questions and I’m sure everyone gets a lot out 
of hearing from such an experienced professional grower.

Given the last few years of Covid restrictions, and uncertainty 
and stresses about the pandemic, it was wonderful to have 
a sense of normalcy at our show. The attendees were all very 
complimentary on the day.

Since the show, myself and my daughter have had Covid but 
thankfully my worst fears were not realised: it was more like a 
‘cold’ with some extra fatigue. My 26 year old had one day of 
the sniffles and that was it! I am very aware of the wide range of 
symptoms, and seriousness of some of those symptoms so we 
will all continue to remain vigilant and support each other.  A few 
of our members have been ill over the past few weeks and, with 
the flu season upon us, our hearts are with them and we wish 
them a speedy recovery.

Will it ever stop raining? Yes, it will, and then we will all be 
enjoying our amazing Sunshine Coast winter. Happy growing!

DESIREE WATSON 
MOS Secretary
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THE NEXT CULTURAL MEETING IS ON TUESDAY 5 JULY 2022



All hands on deck for set up

Our cafe was super cute

Some impressive orchids on the benches today

THE SHOW COMING TOGE THER



The sales bench The sales team good to go

Fay and Del in the kitchen

E VERYONE IN THEIR PL ACES

The Genius Bar ready to answer all your orchid questions



Cathy and Ian chatting behind the Dendrobium bench

AND WE’RE OFF!

Rod was well pleased with this addition to his collection

Eric capturing orchids in their Sunday best



The crowds filtering in

Desiree and Mike were well pleased with the show

And filtering out via the sales table

Barry, Christine, and Jack catch up

Ron and Peter at the door



DENDROBIUM





CAT TLE YA



VANDA



SPECIES



OTHER GENER AONCIDIUM



LIBR ARY
An orchid book library is available for all members to use. 
Please ensure borrowed books are signed out by our Librarian 
Joe Mercieca.

NE WSLE T TER CONTRIBU TIONS
If you have an interesting article to share in the newsletter 
please contact the Editor. See front cover for contact details.

DISCL AIMER
While the Editor endeavours to ensure the reliability of this 
newsletter, neither the Editor nor Maroochydore Orchid Society 
Inc. can assume any responsibility for the information or advice 
given to readers of The Observer.

Layout design by Mika Lodsman

This project is proudly supported by  
Sunshine Coast Council’s grants programA lovely foliage display

GE T TING THEM HOOKED E ARLY

What’s your favourite orchid? The Catasetum alliance, no contest.

https://mikalodsman.com

