
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hi everyone.

I hope you are all in good health, and if not quite, I hope you get 
well soon.

Our next meeting is our Christmas meeting. This will be a fun 
evening. Please bring a small plate of goodies. Desiree will be 
running a quiz, so start studying now! Also gather up all of your 
banana money and bring it along for the big plant auction. 

On Saturday 19 October I attended the Sub Tropical Orchid 
Council of Queensland (STOCQ) and Orchids Queensland Inc. 
(OQI) meetings in Murgon, hosted by the South Burnett Orchid 
Society. There was a final report from the AOCC and unsold 
merchandise was distributed to participants, so there’ll be 
another cup or two in the raffles next year. The good news 
is we’re getting double our investment money back – a nice 
bonus. The OQI has been the same executive as STOCQ but it’s 
now going to be more statewide with a possible president from 
Mackay as of their next AGM in the middle of next year. Also, Les 
Vickers will be taking on the Registrar General job, which covers 
the judges. 

DUNCAN McMARTIN 
MOS President

The Hervey Bay Orchid Society is hosting the STOCQ Triennial 
Orchid Fest at the end of September 2023 in the Catholic 
school hall during the school holidays. It’s also whale watching 
time so accommodation will be at a premium. If you wish to 
stay for the whole show you’ll need to book very soon. They’re 
having early bird registration for full registrants before 30 June 
2023. Registrants get free entry to the show and lectures which 
run all day Friday and Sunday morning as well as free entry to 
the orchid house in the Botanic gardens. If you’re a registrant 
and have the Saturday to yourself, you can go whale watching or 
on day trips to Fraser Island but these need to be booked well 
ahead. I’ll have more information at the next meeting. 

On a personal note, regarding a recent overwhelming attack of 
Dendrobium beetles and tiny aphids, I saturated every plant in 
every one of my bush houses with freshly mixed Conguard with 
great success.

Happy growing!

CULTURAL MEETINGS 
Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Tuesday of the month  
at the Buderim Men’s Shed 34 Advance Road Kuluin 
Plants are to be tabled by 7.00 pm for judging
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Thanks Ian for your Softcane Dendrobium presentation

LIBR ARY
An orchid book library is available for all members to use. 
Please ensure borrowed books are signed out by our Librarian 
Joe Mercieca.

NE WSLE T TER CONTRIBU TIONS
If you have an interesting article to share in the newsletter 
please contact the Editor. See front cover for contact details.

DISCL AIMER
While the Editor endeavours to ensure the reliability of this 
newsletter, neither the Editor nor Maroochydore Orchid Society 
Inc. can assume any responsibility for the information or advice 
given to readers of The Observer.

Hi MOS members. 2022 is coming close to the end. Time has 
really flown this year but thankfully the awful Covid restrictions 
of 2020/2021 are behind us, and we were able to get back into 
the groove. All our shows were a success, and we were even able 
to support the Australian Orchid Council Conference & Show in 
August/September. 

Welcome to the new members who joined us this year. Our 
thoughts are also with those of us who have health issues, which 
includes a few cases of Covid lately. We’re all thinking of the 
parts of Australia that are flooded at the moment. My home town 
of Condobolin is one of the many areas affected. 

Thank you Lionel and Margaret for hosting this month’s 
bush house visit. They have an amazing set up and those 
who attended thoroughly enjoyed learning about Lionel and 
Margaret’s culture, the relaxing cuppa, and morning tea. Lionel’s 
Anthuriums were off the chart too.

Our Christmas lunch is getting close. The venue is Mountain 
Creek Tavern (172 Karawatha Drive Mountain Creek), from 
11.30 am on Saturday 10 December . We’ll have our own private 
room and a nice Christmas menu. Check your email inbox for 
more information and how to book.

For next year, if you have suggestions for topics for our cultural 
meetings or guest speaker ideas, please let me know. 

Now we all get to focus on enjoying the Christmas season doing 
whatever you like to do in this beautiful part of Queensland. I’m 
going to try to whittle down the back log of potting I need to get 
on top of. 

Enjoy your orchids!

DESIREE WATSON 
MOS Secretary

SECRE TARY ’S REPORT

In the middle of a workshop on orchid roots

FROM OUR NOVEMBER MEE TING

Dendrobium Cream Cascade

https://mikalodsman.com


JUDGING RESULTS – NOVEMBER 2022 MEE TING

CAT TLE YA
1 Guarechea Midnight Star ‘Chiquita’ Roger L

2 Rhyncholaeliocattleya Rosella Tokyo ‘Golden’ Greg D

3 Rhyncholaeliocattleya Burdekin Carnival Greg D

POPULAR VOTE

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Burdekin Carnival Greg D

DENDROBIUM
1 Dendrobium Bohemian Rhapsody Loraine H

2 Dendrobium Nestor Peter H

3 Dendrobium Cream Cascade Ian W

POPULAR VOTE

Dendrobium Cream Cascade Ian W

VANDA
1 Vanda Brighton’s Ruby Jewel Loraine H

2 Vanda NOID Loraine H

3 Vanda Doctor Leopard John S

POPULAR VOTE

Vanda Doctor Leopard John S

ONCIDIUM
1 Oncidium Speckled Apple Loraine H

2 Brassia Rex Nev D

3 Oncidium Copper Scarab ‘Brass Brethren’ Peter H

POPULAR VOTE

Brassia Rex Nev D

ANY OTHER GENERA
1 Phalaenopsis Party Time Peter Y

2 Phalaenopsis NOID Peter Y

3 Phalaenopsis NOID Peter Y

POPULAR VOTE

Phalaenopsis Party Time Peter Y

SPECIES
1 Paphiopedilum lowii Joe M

2 Dendrobium griffithianum Loraine H

3 Bulbophyllum lobbii subsp. breviflorum Duncan M

POPULAR VOTE

Paphiopedilum lowii Joe M

NOVICE
1 Phalaenopsis GC Reyoung Panda Desiree W

2 Phalaenopsis NOID Ron S

3 Rhyntonleya Burdekin Mini Hawk Ron S

POPULAR VOTE

Phalaenopsis NOID Ron S

FOLIAGE
1 Caladium hybrid Nev D

2 Begonia masoniana Peter H

3 Caladium hybrid Desiree

POPULAR VOTE

Caladium hybrid Nev D

UNREGISTERED HYBRIDS ARE BOLDED 
NAME CHANGES ARE ORANGE (please update your tags)



Plant of the night Dendrobium Nestor

DENDROBIUM

Guarechea Midnight Star ‘Chiquita’

CAT TLE YA

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Burdekin Carnival

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Rosella Tokyo ‘Golden’

Dendrobium trilamellatumDen. Buderim Moonlight x friedericksianum

A nigrohirsute Den. hybridDen. Bohemian Rhapsody



Brassia Rex

ONCIDIUM

Vanda Brighton’s Ruby Jewel

VANDA

Renanstylis Arizona StarVanda Fuchs Spotted Cat

Vanda Doctor LeopardVanda NOID

Oncidium Copper Scarab ‘Brass Brethren’

Oncidium Speckled Apple



OTHER GENER A

Paphiopedilum lowii

SPECIES

Phalaenopsis NOID

Phalaenopsis Party Time

Bulbophyllum lobbii subsp. breviflorum

Paphiopedilum thailandenseDendrobium griffithianum

Sarcochilus hybrid

Phalaenopsis NOID



The Caladiums

FOLIAGE

Phalaenopsis GC Reyoung Panda

NOVICE

Rhyntonleya Burdekin Mini Hawk

Phalaenopsis NOID

Begonia



CYMBIDIUM CANALICUL AT UM IN THE WILD

A mate of mine in Warwick promised me a tour of the backwoods 
when Cymbidium canaliculatum comes into flower. I missed out 
last year, but I made sure to get my act together and head out 
his way during this year’s flowering season.

We were probably a week or so early, and the rain had a bit to 
say on the day, but such is the lottery of orchid spotting in the 
wild: very much a box of assorted chocolates, there’s no telling 
what you’ll get.

Orchids have their favourite host trees and rock types so 
seasoned orchid enthusiasts can become quite good at sniffing 
out likely spots. There was a bit of light drizzle around, but the 
day was warm enough and looking to clear up, so we donned 
rain jackets and headed out.

My mate has a few choice spots that he visits every year in areas 
that are relatively easy to access – close to roads and with not 
too much hiking. He’s been seeing less and less of these wild 
plants over the years as people continue to steal them from 
the bush. Wild collected plants are vastly inferior to line bred 
species from reputable nurseries. They struggle in cultivation, 
often dying a slow death.

The spotting was a bit ordinary until we got our eyes in, but we 
soon came across some lone specimens and a couple of choice 
colonies. It was quite soggy in the long grass with a fair few 
mozzies about, but the excitement of the hunt saw us past all of 
these minor annoyances.

We weren’t the only ones on the hunt either. Most plants 
showed damage from Dendrobium Beetles, feasting larvae 
and plenty of the beetles themselves. We might shudder at the 
thought of them in amongst out orchid collections, but these 
insects are valuable pollinators of wild orchids so they make 
sure to exact a price for this service.

We were happily bouncing from colony to colony but this was a 
country of rolling hills and gullies, and with all the rain, there 
were quite a few ephemeral creek crossings. This was all well 
and good until the water got a bit too deep. We were having a 
great day and decided to quit while we were ahead.

Cymbidium canaliculatum is one of three Cymbidium species 
found in Australia and we are lucky in south east Queensland 
to have all three growing here. C. suave and C. maddidum 
(especially) are somewhat easy to find in bushland on the 
Sunshine Coast. If you want to see C. canaliculatum, you must 
head to the western slopes of the Great Dividing Range. This 
is a ‘tough as old boots’ orchid most often seen on dead trees 
and tree forks full of rotting bark and leaves. Up close, it bears a 
passing resemblance to a Yucca with its succulent leaves, spiny 
leaf tips, and thorny dead leaf bases on the old bulbs. All three 
species are being used to breed Cymbidiums that will flower 
in the tropics and sub-tropics.

A rare undamaged spike

Bit too early for this flowerby Roger Lodsman



Up so high!

I climbed an adjacent tree to get a closer look!

This orchid loves rotting wood

Seelings sprouting from a cut stump

Some fungal rot but still goingIt loves tree forks too



BUSH HOUSE VISIT TO LIONEL AND MARGARE T’S

Orchids above, Anthuriums below

Inside the bush house

Roger gets in early

Kathy hunting for treasure

A great opportunity to catch up

Lionel and KathyDuncan and Lionel

Roger, Ian, and LionelRoger and Lionel



Stanhopea

Happy birthday Crumb patrol!

Dendrobium sulcatumAnother happy customer

Sue did wellHanging colour

Cymbidium Aus. MidnightCattleya hybrid

Cattleya hybridA glorious Diffenbachia



LIONEL’S ANTHURIUMS

Thank you, Lionel and Margaret, for showing us around your 
garden for a bush house visit on such a lovely day. Lionel’s tour 
across his various growing areas and the things he’s learned 
over many years growing orchids was very illuminating.

A stand out feature was Lionel’s collection of monster sized 
Anthuriyms – stunning!

Thanks again to Margaret for baking a birthday cake for the two 
birthday boys. It was delicious!


